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No wonder some people won't vote 


= Fit 


Anger at 
vote con 


“A FAKE choice.” That 
was the response of local 
campaigners to the refer- 
endum in Bristol last week 
that asked people to vote 
on whether they wanted 
higher council tax or cuts 
in services. 

A similar referendum 
was also held in Croydon, 
and one is planned in 
Hackney in east London 
on rent rises. 

These sham referen- 
dums are a way for coun- 
cils, often Labour, to 
cover up their refusal to 
fight for more resources. 
Let’s have a referendum 
on taxing the rich. 

@See page 15 for 
the response to the 
Bristol referendum 


Striking 
onmenu 


COOKS, cleaners and 
care workers in Kirklees, 
West Yorkshire, went on 
strike on Monday. 

They are furious that 
the Labour council wants 
to cut the number of staff 
in old people’s homes by 
25 percent. 

Adelegation of striking 
Dudley hospital workers— 
who are fighting a New 
Labour PFl scheme— 
joined a lunchtime rally in 
solidarity. 

@See page 15 for 
more on the strike 


bailif 

SOME 369 students at 
Luton University are up 
in arms because they are 
to be excluded from col- 
lege as they cannot pay 
their accommodation 
charges. 

Only last week Gor- 
don Brown promised uni- 
versity education for the 
majority of young people. 
That is an empty promise 
if working class young- 
sters cannot afford to go 
to college. 


Headset 
horrors 


A TUC hotline for call 
centre workers set up a 
week ago has not stopped 
ringing. 

The hotline had 397 
calls in its first six days 
from workers complain- 
ing about bullying man- 
agers and impossible 
sales targets. 


Discuss 
Imagine 


TOMMY Sheridan, Scot- 
tish Socialist Party MSP, 
and Louise Christian, 
Southall and Paddington 
rail crashes solicitor and 
Socialist Alliance candi- 
date, will be at an event 
hosted by Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop, this 
Friday, 23 February. 

They will be dis- 
cussing Tommy Sheri- 
dan’s new book, /magine, 
about how we can build a 
better society. 

The event takes place 
at Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church, 235 
Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London WC2, at 6.30pm. 
Tickets are £1. 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
for more information. 


* Child 


Still 


TONY BLAIR used his 
speech to Labour’s 
spring conference 
last weekend to warn 
against cynicism. 

New Labour is scared 
that its “core supporters” 
won't vote. 

Blair has no one to blame 
but himself for betraying 
people’s hopes. 

Gordon Brown launched 
New Labour’s election cam- 
paign with a speech con- 
demning child poverty as a 
“scar on the soul of Britain”. 

But a new report released 
this week shows that: 
@AI|most 250,000 children in 
Britain’s poorest households 
have got worse off since 
Labour came to office in 
1997. 

@Two million children still 
live below the poverty line. 
@Child poverty is almost 50 
percent higher than in 1979. 

The research, done at 
Cambridge University, com- 
pared the effects of all the tax 
and benefits changes intro- 
duced between 1997 and last 
year, and includes the effects 


OU 


poverty 


'Y 


piew 


THE WEST Glasgow Campaign Against Poverty children’s group were 
among protesters who lobbied Labour’s conference last weekend 


of Labour’s minimum wage. 

A second report published 
this week also concludes that 
Britain has one of the worst 
records of child poverty of 
any country in the industri- 
alised world. 

Martin Barnes of the 
Child Poverty Action Group 
says, “Almost nothing was 
done for child poverty in the 


Honourable men 


HOW COULD anyone be cynical about New Labour? 
The party came to power promising to end the stink 
of sleaze and corruption that enveloped the Tories. 


Now we see: 


@LORD IRVINE: caught fundraising for Labour 
from lawyers when he is the Lord Chancellor. 
@PETER MANDELSON: forced to resign twice be- 
cause of a dodgy loan from a big business pal and a 
dodgy passport for a big business friend. 

@KEITH VAZ: exposed for having lots of dodgy busi- 


ness friends. 


@MICHAEL MEACHER: revealed to have more 
houses than any sane person would know what to do 
with after condemning others for doing the same. 


Guess who 
came toa 
dinner? 


TONY BLAIR held a pre- 
election lunch for 23 of the 
top “captains of industry” 
last week. 

Its theme was “competi- 
tiveness”’. It aimed to reassure 
business that they need not be 
worried if the government uses 
any “radical” rhetoric in order 
to motivate its core supporters 
to get out and vote. 

Among the guests were: 
@Sir Iain Vallance, chairman 
of British Telecom and presi- 
dent of the CBI. 

@Chris Gent, chief executive 
of Vodafone. 

@Marjorie Scardino, chief 
executive of Pearson which 
owns the Financial Times. 
@Tony Ball, chief executive 
of British Sky Broadcasting. 
@Terry Leahy, chief execu- 
tive of Tesco. 

@Sir Richard Sykes, chair- 
man of GlaxoSmithKline. 
@Sir Ian Prosser, chairman of 
Bass. 

@Niall Fitzgerald, joint chair- 
man of Unilever. 

@Nick Scheele, chairman of 
Ford Europe. 

@Lord Simpson, chairman of 
Marconi electronics. 


And guess 
who made 
a profit 


SIR RICHARD Sykes, the 
chairman of GlaxoSmith- 
Kline, enjoyed New Labour’s 
lunch for business last week. 

Gordon Brown has an- 
nounced that pharmaceuti- 
cal companies are to be 
given massive tax breaks. 

The new tax credits will 
mean firms get to write off 
£1.50 income tax for every 
£1 spent on research and 
development. 

Why can’t they pay for 
their research and devel- 
opment out of their massive 
profits? 

GlaxoSmithKline was 
expected to announce 
record profits of £5 billion 
this week—the biggest 
ever recorded in the drugs 
industry. 


LITHE WORLD’S top 
drug companies are still 
pushing ahead with a 
court case in South 
Africa on 5 March, the 
aim of which is to stop 
the production of cheap 
drugs to help AIDS vic- 
tims in Africa. 

Is your protest planned 
for when the trial opens? 


first two years of the Labour 
government. 

“A determined commit- 
ment to solving this problem 
could eradicate child poverty 
in ten years, not the 20 years 
Gordon Brown has promised.” 

Socialist Worker agrees 


GEORGE w. Se TILES 
TEHOVSE . 


LA HI 


STEEL JOBS Wh 


MELT 


THE ISTC steel union last 
week dismissed as a “cruel 
fantasy” the scheme by 
telecom firm EXI to find 
jobs for 4,000 redundant 
steel workers. 

The company’s offer was 
backed by leaders of 
the AEEU union. EXI pres- 
ently employs just 1,700 in 
30 countries worldwide. 

ISTC leader Michael 
Leahy said the idea that it 
could generate thousands of 
jobs in Britain was “far 
fetched to say the least’. 

The ISTC is preparing its 
own counter-plan to steel 
firm Corus’s 6,000 job cuts. 


with Tony Blair on one thing, 
however—don’t stay at home 
on election day. Campaign 
and vote for the Socialist Al- 
liance, and show your oppo- 
sition to New Labour’s 
betrayal of working class 
people’s hopes. 


{Now 
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WAITING LISTS 
SOAR FOR SCOTS 


NHS WAITING lists in Scot- 
land are worse than under the 
Tories. 

Twice as many people in 
Scotland are now waiting 
more than a year for routine 
treatment. 

The government wanted 
to hold back the statistics, but 
they were leaked to Scotland 
on Sunday. The figures show 
that: 

@ 198,865 people in Scotland 
waited 18 weeks or more for 


their first outpatient appoint- 
ment last year. That is an in- 
crease of 81,326 on 1997. 
@0On average outpatients 
waited 47 days for their first 
appointment last year. This is 
a week longer than when 
Labour took office. 

A Scottish-wide survey of 
GPs has also found that doc- 
tors feel the NHS is worse 
under New Labour. They also 
said that hospital standards 
have fallen. 


Business watches 
over scientists 


UNIVERSITY RESEARCH is being hijacked by big 


business. 


University departments are increasingly taking 
funding from the companies whose products they are 
supposed to be “investigating”. 

Scientists at Imperial College, Berkshire, did a 
ten-year study of GM crops, and concluded that GM 
crops were no more likely to be bad for the envi- 
ronment than conventional ones. 


FOR SOME 


LEASGVE 


KILLING | 


WAY 


But this involves redundan- 
cies and pay cuts. 

All the steel unions should 
start a campaign of protests 
and strikes to stop Corus’s 
cuts and tell the government 
to renationalise steel. 


gas 


More than half of the £2 
million cost of the research 
was provided by some of the 
biggest producers of GM 
crops—Monsanto, Du Pont, 
Shell Research, Unilever, 
and Plant Genetic Systems. 

The British Dental Asso- 
ciation endorses Ribena 
Toothkind. It also receives 
£55,000 a year from Glaxo- 
SmithKline, which manu- 
factures Ribena. 

Scientists at Queen Mar- 
garet University College in 
Edinburgh are researching 
Kellogg’s. The company uses 
the research on its packets 
to endorse the idea that you 
can lose weight through 
eating its products. 

The director of the 
centre, Professor Ann de 
Looy, told one newspaper, 
“You don’t need to reduce 
your fat intake if you in- 
crease your carbohydrate 
intake, including sugar car- 
bohydrate such as Frosties.”’ 

Kellogg’s has been fund- 
ing the research at the centre 
since 1995. 

Tim Lang, professor of 
food policy at Thames Valley 
University, says the financial 
links are ‘“‘a disaster for food 
and public health”. 


y is my 
bill up? 


BG GROUP, the integrated gas business, 
more than doubled its profits last year. 
Its profits rose by 153 percent to £425 
million—and came after the record profits 
announced by BP, Shell and Exxon. 


Blair’s thought for day 


*THIS LABOUR government is about creat- 
ing the right enterprise culture in Britain, 


which we still haven’t driven all the way 
CoCo) 7a mlamelelmeelelaiiavam (=m ar-\V(-melalivm (Oc) me celals) 
below the surface.° 
MI TONY BLAIR to Forbes Global magazine 


Yet despite this 
record haul, the cost 
of gas is going up by 
4 percent in a few 
weeks time. 

The number of 
households being 
disconnected because 
they cannot pay has 
also gone up 60 
percent in a decade. 


*THE HIDDEN hand of the market will never work without the hidden 
fist. McDonalds cannot flourish without McDonnell Douglas. The hidden 
fist that keeps the world safe for Silicon Valley’s technologies to 
flourish is called the US army, air force, navy and Marine Corps.° 


THOMAS FRIEDMAN, right wing US journalist 


McDonnell Douglas merged with Boeing in 1997 to create one of the 
biggest arms manufacturers in the world 


TWO MURDERERS were due to 

meet this week to discuss their 

plans for keeping the world in 
and at war. 

Tony Blair was to shake the hand of 
George W Bush in the US a week after 
they sent 24 planes to bomb Iraq. 

P aa killed two civilians, one a young woman 
of 20. 

They say these crimes were done for hu- 
manitarian purposes. But how is bombing in- 
nocent civilians humanitarian? W hat threat do 
they pose to US and British fighter jets? 

The bombing was part of the US's ten year 
long destruction of Iraq. Sanctions and repeated 
bombings have killed over one million Iraqis 


since the end of the Gulf W ar of 1991. 

This devastation, and the terror brought by the 
bombs, is not something separate from the global 
plunder unleashed by multinational corporations. 

It is not separate from the hunger and dis- 
ease the IMF and the World Bank ensure 
spreads across the poorest areas of the world. 

Governments, the World Bank and the IMF 
send the bills. The military goes in as the bailiff. 

Take the oil industry. US companies 
want cheap access to the oil of the Middle 
East, so the US government uses its mil- 
itary to ensure they get it. 

Bush himself is a former oil industry execu- 
tive, as was his father. So too is US vice-president 
Dick C heney. 

Together they have already announced plans 


SOCIALIST WORKER 24 February 2001 


what we think 


The 
INKS 


etween 
McDonald's and 
McDonnell Douglas 


to open up the protected Alaskan N ational 
W ildlife Refuge to oil company exploitation. 

Bush's insane plan for aN ational Missile D e- 
fence (NMD) system, a ring of missiles which will 
supposedly protect the US from attack, also 
shows the deadly connection between the US 
government's military aims and its multination- 
als’ economic aims. 

Professor Paul Rogers of Bradford U niver- 
sitys peace studies department writes: 

“The US defence industry is dominated by a 
oe such as Boeing, Lockheed and 


Stimulate 


“All have suffered in recent years, but the 
have immense lobbying power, close links wit 
the Republicans and persistent vested interests 
in playing up threats to US interests. 

“Many on the Republican right think the only 
threats to US dominance will come from China 
if it develops into an economic giant. O ne way 
to curb its growth is to force it to commit more 
money to defence, and the N MD system is one 
way of doing this. 

“That may stimulate a dangerous nuclear arms 
race, but the Soviet giant was successfully ‘spent 


As the countdown fo the election begins 


BUILD THE SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN 


@Socialist candidates are standing all over Britain 


@Vote Socialist Alliance or Scottish Socialist Party 
@Get campaigning NOW whatever way you can 


@Contact the National Network of Socialist Alliances on 020 7536 9696 @ The Scottish 
Socialist Party on 0141 221 7714 @ Ask your Socialist Worker seller about local activities 


into an early grave’ and pee the same strat- 
egy can be applied to China.” 

The US is prepared to risk starting a nu- 
clear war and to pour billions of the planet's re- 
sources into the arms industry in order to 
protect its power and wealth. 

And as Bush plans for NMD, a World 
Bank report released last week shows aid 
from rich Western countries to the poor- 
est region of the world, sub-Saharan 
Africa, fell dramatically during the 1990s. 

Aid fell from £22 per person in 1990 to £13 
per person in 1998. 

Multinationals and governments invested 
mainly in African countries with “lucrative 
mining and oil industries”. 

The poorest, the most desperate, with noth- 

wae Ae multinationals to exploit, are simply 
to rot. 

The horrors in Africa and Iraq result from a 
system that puts the needs of corporations 
above the needs of people. To those at the 
head of that system it does not matter how 
many die in the process. 

That is why change is down to us, to ordi- 
nary working people across the world building 
amovement against this killer system, of which 
war is an integral part. 
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oom STARK 


Rolling 
again 


WORKERS AT the Rolls 
Royce aerospace plant in 
Ansty, near Coventry, are 
to strike for the day next 
Monday. 

Skilled engineers at 
the plant have already 
taken one day’s solid 
strike action against the 
company’s plan to sack 
over 1,000 workers and to 
move work to Bristol and 
Canada. 

“The company has not 
shifted at all,” says an MSF 
rep at the plant. “Everyone 
is solidly behind more 
strike action.” 


Postal 
panics 


POST OFFICE bosses 
are in a panic over the rash 
of unofficial strikes that has 
swept the industry. Now 
they have resorted to des- 
perate blackmail. 

Managing director 
David Morphey is threat- 
ening to hand part of the 
Post Office and 3,500 jobs 
to private firm Securicor 
unless action stops. 

The only way to meet 
this outrageous blackmail 
is for more of the strike 
action which is driving 
Post Office bosses mad. 

@Full story page 15 


Traffic 
stopped 


TRAFFIC OUT of Swan- 
sea was paralysed for 
over an hour by protest- 
ers last Saturday. 

The demonstration 
was against a giant in- 
cinerator being built. 

Protester Mike Ryan 
said, “This incinerator 
will affect everyone in 
Swansea. The Labour- 
controlled council put it 
here because they think 
we are a soft touch. 
We're here to show them 
we're not.” 

@Alan Thomson 


Drivers’ 
anger 


TANKER DRIVERS de- 
livering a large part of 
Britain’s petrol could be 
set for a strike after a 
ballot backed action. 

Drivers for the P&O 
Trans-European fleet want 
a 5 percent pay rise. The 
workers drive around a 
sixth of the country’s entire 
fuel tanker fleet and de- 
liver much of Shell’s fuel. 

“The drivers are in no 
mood to compromise,” 
says TGWU union 
spokesman Ron Webb. 
“They are angry at 15 
years of cutbacks while 
Shell saw profits of £9 
billion.” 


Baglan 
st 


OIL COMPANY BP also 
announced record profits 
of £9.7 billion last week, 
the biggest ever by a 
British-based company. 

Days later it an- 
nounced it is axing jobs 
to help stuff its coffers 
even more. 

The company told 
over 200 workers at its 
Baglan Bay refinery in 
South Wales that they will 
lose their jobs by the end 
of the year. 


‘Tyo 


S 
S 


WORKERS AT Vauxhall motors were to 
strike on Thursday of this week. 

They planned to hit back at General Motors, one 
of the world’s biggest corporations. 

GM wants to close down its Vauxhall motors plant 
in Luton and sack 2,000 workers. 

TGWU members at Luton were to strike, as were 
workers at Vauxhall’s Ellesmere Port plant on 


Merseyside. 


“Tt is right to strike in solidarity,” says an Ellesmere 


Port worker. “Big compa- 
nies like to encourage the 
myth that we are all sepa- 
rate entities. But we have 
one employer who bullies 
all of us and we should all 
fight together.” 

AEEU members were 
pledging they would not 
cross Thursday’s picket 
lines. 

That would be a bril- 
liant display of unity. 
AEEU members voted for 
action short of a strike, but 
against strike action. 

The strike is an excel- 
lent step froward. It is the 
way to hit back at the 
company. 

Luton workers were 
disgusted last week when 
the company announced 
that 1,000 of them are to 
be laid off for six weeks 


*We have one employer who 
bullies all of us and we should 


all fight together? 


from Monday. 

After those six weeks 
the workers will take 
either redundancy ora 
transfer to [BC—the Gen- 
eral Motors truck plant 
alongside the Vauxhall 
plant in Luton. 


Action 


“People were really 
gutted on Friday,” says a 
worker. “Some people 
were near to tears be- 
cause of the lay offs. 

“People were leaving 
work who you’ ve been 
working with for years 
and you knew you 
weren’t going to see them 
again. 

“In April we will all 
lose our shift allowance 
payments. That will hurt 
people financially. 

“The company is tight- 
ening the reins, hoping 
people will take the 


money and run. It is really 
playing hardball.” 

This week’s strike was 
announced by union offi- 
cials at mass meetings in 
Luton last week. 

“But there is confusion 
about what we are fight- 
ing for,” says another 
worker. 

“We were told, ‘Go to 
IBC, take the money if 
you want, but make sure 
you support the strike.’ 
That’s not good enough. 
The union should be 
saying, ‘We will save the 
plant’.” 

Last month thousands 
of GM workers across 
Europe joined a day of 
action against the com- 
pany’s job slashing. 
Some 10,000 workers 
and supporters marched 
through Luton to save the 
plant. 

This potential must not 
be thrown away. 


Pensioners protest 


PENSIONERS PROTESTED last week against 
Barnsley Labour council’s plan to introduce 
charges for wardens in sheltered accommoda- 
tion. “Don’t think you’ve seen the last of us— 
we’re coming back,” protesters told councillors. 


Action needed 


THE GOVERNMENT was in a deep- 
ening hole over its plans for privatis- 
ing London’s tube network at the 
beginning of this week—and more 
strikes could be on the way. 

Talks between deputy prime min ister 
John Prescott and London mayor Ken 
Livingstone’s transport supremo Bob 


*THE GOVERNMENT clearly has 
not learned the lesson of rail 


privatisation. 


The only remaining purpose of 
the PPP is to save the political face 
of Gordon Brown, the chancellor. 
Mr Blair should overrule the 
treasury and drop this ill conceived 


project.° 


@FINANCIAL TIMES, Monday 19 


February 


“RAILTRACK IS facing 
bankruptcy. It cannot survive 
as it is without the injection of 
further government money.’ 

That is the verdict of of- 
ficials in the Strategic Rail 
Authority, the government’s 
rail watchdog. 

Railtrack has demanded 
an extra £2 billion of public 
money. Last month the com- 
pany said it would stop es- 
sential safety work unless the 


scheme. 


Kiley restarted on Monday. 

They had collapsed last week after 
Prescott went back on an earlier pledge 
to overhaul his PPP privatisation 


New Labour is determined to push the 
sell-off through. But opposition to it is so 
great that even the bosses’ Financial 
Times slams the scheme. 

There was overwhelming support for 
the tube workers’ one-day strike earlier 
this month.Members of the RMT rail 


union refused to cross picket lines set up 


by drivers in the ASLEF union. 

Now the RMT is reballoting members 
for strike action.Further action cannot 
come quickly enough. 

The rail unions called a public rally to 


oppose tube privatisation for Thursday 


of this week. Thursday 22 February, 
6pm, Friends Meeting House, Euston 


Road, London. 


RAILTRACK WANTS MORE 


government gave it £1 billion. 

The latest demand 
should seal the privatised 
company’s fate. 

The government could 
nationalise it, with huge 
public support and not a 
penny paid to the rail barons. 

Instead New Labour is 
considering handing yet 
more money to Railtrack or 
allowing it to be taken over 
by another company—US 


multinational Bechtel is al- 
ready in the frame. 

The turmoil engulfing 
Railtrack adds urgency to 
the “Take Back the Track” 
campaign launched by the 
three rail unions calling for 
renationalisation. 


H Petitions and leaflets 
from Jenny Smith, Take 
Back the Track, 9 Arkwright 
Road, Hampstead, London 
NW3 6AB. 


this month 


Meeting sends 
out clear signal 


A MEETING called by the 
Fire Brigades Union in 
north London to oppose 
privatisation and support 
tube workers showed the 
potential for solidarity 
with the fight to stop the 
tube sell-off. 

Some 120 people came to 
the meeting in Islington on 
Thursday of last week. 

There were groups of fire- 
fighters, post office workers, 
tube drivers and station staff, 
teachers, council workers and 
others. 

“This meeting is an indi- 
cation of the kind of rank and 
file support we can mobilise 
for the tube workers,” said 
Neale Williams from the 
FBU union in Islington, who 
chaired the meeting. 

Mick Rix, general secre- 
tary of ASLEF, told the meet- 
ing, “I am sick and tired of 
hearing platitudes from min- 
isters about safety while they 
are pushing privatisation.” 


Bob Crow, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the RMT, de- 
scribed how an appeal court 
judge had refused that day to 
overturn an injunction on the 
union outlawing a previous 
ballot for strike action. 

“These restrictions are 
not under the Tory anti- 
union laws,” he said. ““They 
were brought in by a Labour 
government.” 

Janine Booth, a tube 
worker and Socialist Alliance 
candidate in Islington South, 
underlined how unofficial 
action by RMT members had 
successfully defied the law. 

She won applause when— 
turning to left wing Labour 
MP Jeremy Corbyn, also on 
the platform—she said, “I 
would have no problem 
voting for Jeremy, who has 
spoken out in support of the 
fight against privatisation. 

“But most Labour MPs 
have not. That is why I am 
standing against Chris Smith, 
the minister for the Dome.” 


Air traffic 
control 


Private 
trouble 


NEW LABOUR faces 
still more problems 
with its plan to priva- 
tise the national air 
traffic control service 
before the general 
election. 

Independent safety 
advisers have handed 
their report on the 
three different private 
bidders over to the 
government. 

There are serious 
worries about two of 
them. Lockheed- 
Martin has had huge 
problems trying to in- 
stall computer software 
at the new air traffic 
centre at Swanwick in 
Hampshire. 

And the safety ad- 
visers have threatened 
to resign if the con- 
tract is given to the 
rival Nimbus consor- 
tium, saying this bid 
does not have “a sat- 
isfactory approach to 
safety management”. 

This leaves the 
consortium led by 
seven airlines includ- 
ing British Airways. 

Both the main air 
traffic control unions, 
PCS and the IPMS, 
are holding indicative 
ballots asking mem- 
bers if they are pre- 
pared to strike against 
privatisation. 
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US & BRITAIN BOMB ‘BECAUSE OF IRAQ’S DANGEROUS MISSILES’ 


5 


Their friend has 


THE BOMBING of Iraq last weekend was 


soaked in hypocrisy. 


Bush and Blair talk of Saddam Hussein’s 
weapons of mass destruction and his evil rule. 

But this week the US was involved in joint mil- 
itary exercises with the one certain nuclear power 
in the Middle East—Israel. 


The Israeli government 
is now headed by Ariel 
Sharon, a war criminal. 

He was responsible for 
the murder of 2,000 Pales- 
tinians in 1982. They were 
raped, knifed or shot as 
they washed their clothes 
and cooked their food in 
refugee camps in West 
Beirut. 

Sharon led the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 
1982 during which 20,000 
people died. 

The US will overlook 
virtually any crime by an 
Israeli government because 
it is part of an alliance to 
protect oil supplies for the 
multinationals. 

The state of Israel was 
founded on the basis of the 
forced expulsion of the 
Palestinians from their 
homes and their land. 
They have been dispersed 
in rotting refugee camps 
ever since. 

But there are no words 
of condemnation from 
George Bush and Tony 
Blair. There aren’t any 
“no-fly zones” over Israeli 
air space. 

Instead the US has 
given Israel over $80 bil- 
lion in aid since 1974. 

The US and Britain are 
also silent about repres- 
sion and the lack of 
democracy in Middle 
Eastern states such as 
Qatar and Kuwait because 
they support the West. 

Bush and Blair claimed 
last weekend’s bombing 
was to protect the “no-fly 


*WE WILL return you 
to the pre-industrial 
age.° 

BJAMES BAKER, 
then US Secretary of 
State, January 1991 


zones” over northern and 
southern Iraq. 

These were established 
by the US and its allies at 
the end of the 1991 Gulf 
War, supposedly to protect 
the Kurds in the north and 
Shia Muslims in the south. 

But Bush and Blair are 
silent about the bombing, 
persecution and repression 
of Kurds unleashed by the 
Turkish state. 


Tyrant 


The Turkish state has 
launched at least 12 
bombing raids against 
Kurds inside Iraq. It has 
destroyed 3,000 villages, 
killed 30,000 people and 
created three million 
refugees as a result of its 
15-year war against the 
Kurds. 

But Turkey is another 
Western ally, and a loyal 
member of NATO. 

Shia Muslims in the 
south and Kurds in the 
north rose up against 
Saddam Hussein at the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

They wanted to over- 
throw the “evil tyrant” the 
US and Britain told us that 
war was all about. 

But in another sick 
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nuclear weapons 


HUSSEIN ALI lies injured after the bombing last weekend. Ten years previously thousands 
marched against the Gulf War headed by Bush’s father 


The West backed 
Saddam Hussein 


display of their hypocrisy, 
the US and Britain sat 
back and watched while 
Saddam Hussein brutally 
crushed both risings. 

Whatever they say 
today, they preferred 
Saddam Hussein in office 
to the prospect of a popu- 
lar rising. 


Ys) aloud kelatsursl asm anlelme (sya 


BUSH AND Biair tell us they bombed 
lraq because they care about stand- 
ing up to dictators who unleash 
death and destruction. 

But they are themselves responsi- 
Ho) (Mo) (-)agle)(-Meo(ct-llak-lareme(-eleit(e) am 

Since 1991 sanctions against Iraq 
have killed 5,000 to 6,000 Iraqis every 
month. 

Iraq used to have modern 
schools. It used to have a modern 
health service. 

The infant mortality rate was one 
of the lowest in the world. Today it is 
liarelatemtaromalte t=) a 

for nto) (=1e- Melee may are) (eR-lc-e-lale (ule 
because of the dumping of raw 
sewage in the waterways. 

Hospitals do not have electricity 
and basic medicines. 

The UN’s Sanctions Committee 
has vetoed baby food, rice, water pu- 
rification chemicals, medical gauzes, 


swabs, syringes, disposable surgi- 
Cor-| Me] (o\({-t-mm o-lalorcle (to Mircd (21 lalel-yere) o]-tom 
dialysis equipment, drugs for 
angina, blankets, nail polish, lipstick, 
soap, sanitary towels, deodorants, 
toilet paper, shampoo, pencils, 
pencil sharpeners, notebooks, ping- 
okey ale mm oy-litom- Lave m ex-Ce lua) alam: (eL (lee 

Dennis Halliday, the United Na- 
CoyarmialUliir-lilitclete Ue mexeleyaeliar-lcel miele 
Iraq, resigned in 1998 because of 
sanctions. He said, “We are in the 
fe) goler-\-t-mo) me(-S-]t ae) lale m= LAM) t1UL(- yon 
ciety. It is as simple and terrifying as 
that. It is illegal and immoral.” 

Halliday’s successor, Hans von 
Sponeck, then resigned as well. 

Madeleine Albright, Clinton’s Sec- 
retary of State, was asked on televi- 
sion in 1996 about the deaths of 
500,000 Iraqi children as a result of 
sanctions. She said, “We think the 
price is worth it.” 


SADDAM HUSSEIN is a 
dictator, but one who was 
built up by the very Western 
powers that say today they 
want to bring him down. 

They provided the deadly 
gas that he used against the 
Kurds in Halabja in 1988. 

They armed BOTH sides 
during the Iran-Iraq war of 
the 1980s—which saw one 
million dead. 

And when Iraqi diplomats 
first hinted to US officials 
about invading Kuwait, they 
said they would turn a blind 
eye. 

In 1990 the US and its 
allies fell out with Saddam 
only because they thought he 
had got too big for his boots, 
and because at the start of 
1990 the US was ready to 
seize an opportunity to prove 
itself. 

The USSR was collapsing. 
The US wanted the world to 
know it was now top dog, the 
dominant power everywhere. 

We were told the war in 
1990-1 was to restore democ- 
racy to Kuwait. But Kuwait 
did not have democracy in the 
first place. 


It was a war for oil and 
power. 

Then President George 
Bush wrote in a secret 
memo, “Access to Persian 
Gulf oil and the security of 
key friendly states in the 
area are vital to US national 
security.” 

And Robert Kimmett, a 
US State Department official, 
said in 1991 that the aim of 
the bombing was to secure 
the “free, uninterrupted flow 
of oil from the Gulf”. 


Atomic 


Between 16 January and 
27 February 1991 80,000 
tons of bombs were dropped 
on Iraq, the equivalent of 
seven Hiroshima-sized 
atomic bombs. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis were slaughtered. 

US military planners later 
admitted to the Washington 
Post that “some targets, espe- 
cially late in the war, were 
bombed primarily to create 
post-war leverage over Iraq, 
not to influence the course of 
the conflict itself”. 


Deadly 
legacy 


THE US dropped vast 
amounts of weaponry 
made from the deadly 
depleted uranium during 
the Gulf War. 

The depleted uranium 
entered the lungs of Iraqi 
soldiers who were the first 
to become ill. 

Tomatoes, onions, 
potatoes and meat for 
local people were 
drenched in uranium dust. 

There is a fourfold 
increase in cancer today 
in the south of Iraq, and 
children are dying of 
leukemia and lymphoma 
cancer. 


Stop Israel's 
war crimes 


Demonstrate 


Saturday 17 March 
Assemble lam, 
Hyde Park 
Speakers: Tony Benn, 
George Galloway, 


Afif Safieh, Bruce Kent 
and others 


End the occupation, support 
the right to return 


@Called by the Campaign 
for Palestinian Rights 


Iraq: a history 
of oll and power 


1922: Iraq set up as a 
monarchy under British 
control. 

1958: Monarchy over- 
thrown by nationalist 
army officers headed by 
Karim Qasim. 

1962: Kasim over- 
thrown by CIA-backed 
coup. Its leaders include 
Saddam Hussein. 

1979: Saddam Hussein 
becomes Iraqi leader. 
1980: Start of Iran-Iraq 
war. During the war US 
shoots down Iranian 
airliner. 

August 1990: UN begins 
sanctions against Iraq 
after Iraq takes over 
Kuwait. 

September 1990: US-led 
alliance begins assem- 
bling invasion force for 
Iraq. 

January 1991: Aerial 
bombardment of Iraq 
begins. 

February 1991: Ground 
forces invade Iraq. 
1992: “No-fly zone” 


imposed by US, Britain 
and France. 

1993: US launches 
cruise missile attack on 
Traq. 

1996: No-fly zones are 
extended. 

1998: US and Britain 
bomb Iraq. 

2001: Latest bombing. 
RAQ HAS the second 
largest proven oil re- 
serves in the Middle 
Fast. It controls 11 per- 
cent of the world’s oil 
supply. 

The US State De- 
partment noted back in 
1945 that oil “has his- 
torically played a larger 
part in the external re- 
lations of the United 
States than any other 
commodity”. 

It also said that the 
Arabian peninsula and 
the Persian Gulf were “a 
stupendous source of 
strategic power, and one 
of the greatest material 
prizes in world history”. 
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THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“THE discussion 
focused on 
commercial 
opportunities for UK 
business.” 

BRIAN WILSON, Foreign 
Office minister, admitting 
foreign secretary Robin 
Cook also met one of the 
Hinduja brothers 


“IT IS difficult for the 
average motorist to 
understand why 
huge oil company 
profits are not 
passed on at the 
pump...the profit 
margins for petrol 
Sales are very, very 
tight.” 

MPETER HAIN, now 
energy minister, explaining 
why New Labour will not 
tax oil companies’ profits 


“I ONCE said to 
myself, ‘Wouldn’t it 
be nice if we could 
make $10 billion 
one day, before | 
was 60.’ We don’t 
apologise for 
making this amount 
of money. We are 
very proud of it.” 
WSIR JOHN BROWNE, 


chief executive of BP, 
profits: £10 billion last year 


“ONE OF the things 
that gets me out of 
bed in the morning 
is that |am helping 
to secure the 
retirements of 
millions of men and 
women on modest 
means across the 
country. There is a 
nobility of purpose 
in producing good 
profits. | would 
rather be envied 
than pitied.” 

MMATT BARRETT, chief 
executive of Barclays 
Bank, profits: £3.5 billion 
last year 


“THERE IS still a 
huge problem 
which is not picked 
up by the official 
figures. Real 
unemployment is 
somewhat below 
three million.” 


MPROFESSOR STEPHEN 
FOTHERGILL of Sheffield 
Hallam University on the 
government's claim that 
unemployment has fallen 
to the one million mark 


“BRITAIN, THE last 
ally willing to fly 
with the Americans 
over Iraq, quietly 
passed the word to 
Washington that a 
more effective 
strategy was 
needed to justify 
continued military 
action.” 
WASHINGTON POST 


DO YOU have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist 
Worker, PO Box 82 
London E3 3LH 


6 SOCIALIST WORKER 24 February 2001 


: 1 tt 
' 


mM 


Clinton's rule 
alds the Rich 


GEORGE W Bush taking over in 
the White House has made some 
people nostalgic for Bill Clinton. 

One of his last acts shows how 
rotten he was. Clinton rushed through 
a pardon for Marc Rich on his very last 
day in office. 

Rich was indicted in 1983 for 50 counts 
of fraud, racketeering, breaking a trade em- 
bargo with Iran and evading more than $48 
million in income tax. 

He has not returned to the US since, but 
lives in luxury in Switzerland. 

Rich is also a billionaire who sits at the 
head of one of the world’s biggest global 
commodities empires. 

Known as “aluminium finger’, at one 
time Rich controlled around 40 percent 
of the world’s aluminium market. 

He helped keep apartheid alive in South 
Africa by ignoring sanctions. 

In the early 1990s Rich dealt with 
former Russian Communist Party officials 
who decided to make a personal killing out 


of the introduction of the free market. 

“He’d strike a deal with the local party 
boss, or the director of a state-owned com- 
pany,” says Paul Klebnikov, an editor for 
Forbes magazine, who wrote a book about 
the process last year. 

“He’d say, ‘OK, you will sell me the 
commodity at 5 to 10 percent of the world 
market price. And in return I will deposit 
some of the profit I make by reselling it ten 
times higher on the world market, and put 
the kickback in a Swiss bank account.” 


Freezing 


For at least two years, as Russian soci- 
ety collapsed, Rich was the country’s 
largest trader in aluminium and oil. 

Today tens of millions of Russians are 
enduring the worst winter there for 50 
years. The government is so broke there is 
no money to buy coal to run power stations. 

People are freezing to death in the dark 
because of people like Marc Rich—and his 
pardoner, Bill Clinton. 


\T°S No FUN PLAYING MONOPOLY 
WITH MICHAEL MEACHER | 


DEATH SUB 


A STORY about the sup- 
posed “‘violent behaviour” 
of the one of the two boys 
imprisoned for the killing 
of James Bulger was com- 
pletely made up. Another 
was exaggerated out of all 
proportion. 

We are now looking 
forward to a big apology 
from the Sunday People, 
which published the sto- 
ries on its front page. 

It claimed that one of 
the boys, Robert Thomp- 
son, attacked a fellow 
inmate at the secure unit 
where he is held. 

The paper claimed 
that there was a fight be- 
tween the two because 
both were bragging about 
who had committed the 
most evil crime. 

The incident never 
took place. The “official 
report” which was pub- 
lished as evidence in both 
the Sunday People and 
the Sun was a total 
forgery. 

The second story, 
about how Thompson was 
supposed to have at- 
tempted to strangle a 
fellow inmate with a flex, 
was also baloney. 

The Sunday People not 
only exaggerated the inci- 
dent, it claimed Thomp- 
son was the aggressor. In 
reality he was the victim 
of the attack and was sub- 
jected to “prolonged 
provocation”. 


THE annual 
pay packet 
of American 


company chief ex- 
ecutives for 2000 
was $10.9 million— 
16 percent up on 
the year before, and 
iiledacmmdat-lamecelele)(:) 
what it was in 1995. 


MAN Licence to kill for 


LINKED TO RAPE asbestos company 


WHO IS in control of the world’s nuclear 


submarines? 


That is a very serious question given last 
week’s revelations about the US submarine that 
surfaced under a Japanese boat, killing nine in- 


Your secrets 
with the CIA 


WORRIED about who 
may be watching what 

ou are doing on the 
internet or intercepting 
your e-mails? 

The Wall Street 
Journal reports that 
canny business minds 
at SafeWeb Inc have 
launched a website for 
those who want 
secrecy on the net. 

If you sign up, it lets 
you roam the internet 
without a trace 
because you do 
everything via 
SafeWeb, which guards 


nocent people. 

At the helm, and in key 
lookout positions at the 
time of the accident, were 
civilians. 

They are thought to be 
prominent business fig- 
ures who were being 
given a “promotional” tour 
of the submarine. 

The man who organ- 
ised the “civilian” trip on 
the submarine was a re- 
tired admiral, Richard 
Macke. 

He was at the centre 
of the controversy about 
three servicemen who ab- 
ducted and raped a 12 
year old girl in Okinawa. 

He was forced to 
“retire” early after sug- 
gesting that they should 
have gone to a Japanese 
prostitute instead. 


interests of big firms. 


your identity. 

The only problem is 
that one of the biggest 
customers is none 
other than the CIA. 

“We want to operate 
anywhere on the 
internet in a way that 
no one knows the CIA 
is looking at them,” a 
senior CIA official says. 

The agency even set 
up its own venture 
capital firm two years 
ago in order to search 
out just the sort of 
innovations on offer 
from SafeWeb. 


A JUDGE made a disgusting ruling last week in the 


It will save insurance companies millions of 
pounds and hit those suffering from asbestosis. 
Two employers, who admit that they were negli- 


gent in exposing a worker 
to asbestos, were cleared 
of paying compensation 
because the widow of the 
asbestosis sufferer could 
not prove which one he 
was working for when he 
contracted the illness. 

Arthur Fairchild died of 
the asbestos-related cancer 
mesothelioma in 1996. 

He was exposed to the 
deadly dust while working 
both for Leeds City Coun- 
cil in the 1960s and at 
Waddingtons in Leeds. 

Medical experts at the 
trial agreed there was no 
way of telling which was 
the source of the asbestos 
which killed him. 

Instead of punishing 
both, the judge let them 
both off. 


Labour's conference 


Shivers down 
the backbone 


LABOUR’S SPRING conference in Glasgow last 
weekend was a chance to see what is going on 
at the heart of the Labour Party. 

It brought together 3,000 Labour members from all 
over Britain to hear a series of speeches and, for all prac- 
tical purposes, to hear the leadership launch the election 


campaign. 


The delegates are the sort of people who will form 
the backbone of New Labour’s doorstep army. 

Socialist Worker was not allowed to have reporting 
credentials for Labour’s conference, which seems to have 
become the norm. But it was possible to speak to dele- 


gates outside. 

Two conflicting pressures 
weighed on every delegate. 
These pressures were to shut 
up to get Labour in, or to 
speak out to denounce La- 
bour’s betrayals. 

With the election expected 
in just a few weeks time, 
everyone wanted to pull to- 
gether to provide a united 
face against the Tories. 

Delegate after delegate 
told Socialist Worker that the 
New Labour government had 
been “disappointing”, or “too 
much like the Tories”, or 
even “a bloody disgrace that 
would have made me think it 
was Thatcher if I’d been 
blindfolded”. 

But they all also said it 
was still important to re- 
elect New Labour to prevent 
the Tories unleashing even 
more privatisation, even 
worse anti-union laws, even 
worse attacks on benefits 
and even worse racism. 

Some delegates to 
Labour conferences are 
odious Mandelson-like fig- 
ures who have abandoned 
any belief they might once 
have had in socialism or the 
working class. 

They look, think and act 
like management. 

But, in the main, the dele- 
gates were decent people from 
constituencies and unions 
who want to see a better 
world. At the same time they 
are terrified of doing any- 
thing which might be seen as 
helpful to the Tories and the 
right wing media. 


Hard 


There was a deep bitter- 
ness from many delegates at 
the squalidly right wing poli- 
cies of Blair that are making it 
very hard to get the vote out 
for Labour. 

As Alan Mitchell, a dele- 
gate from north east England, 
told Socialist Worker, “IT 
dread going on the doorsteps 
this year. I know people think 
we’ve let down the pension- 
ers, sold off the public sector 
and let the rich make hay. 

“The worst thing is I know 
they’re right. And then there’s 
Mandelson...” 

As Blair rose to speak at 
the conference, delegates 
were digesting a very detailed 
poll in Scotland on Sunday. 

It showed that just 56 per- 
cent of Scots are certain to 
vote (compared to 68 percent 
at the same stage in 1997). 

This is not because they 
are “cynical about politics”. 

For most it is because they 
hate the Tories, aren’t at all 
sure about the nationalism of 
the SNP, but are also utterly 
disillusioned about Labour. 

The same poll found that 
only 15 percent of people 


*There was deep 
bitterness from 
many delegates 
at Blair's 
Squalidly right 
wing policies® 


think the NHS has got better 
under Labour, while 35 per- 
cent think it has got worse. 

Many delegates at the 
conference also agreed with 
TGWU union leader Bill 
Morris’s criticism of the 
bombing of Iraq. 

“T think it is appalling. It 
is terrible. It is killing 
people—women and children 
in particular,” said Joyce Ma- 
gennis from Dundee West. 

Union delegate Jennifer 
Sanderson said, “We’ re just a 
bloody US satellite. There 
seems to be no limit to how 
far we’ ll go to do what the US 
wants.” 


Closed 


This angry mood about 
the government found expres- 
sion in the conference ses- 
sions that were closed to the 
press. 

Freed from _ possible 
charges of disloyalty, dele- 
gates attacked the govern- 
ment over the use of PFI, over 
its lack of “family friendly” 
measures, and other over 
issues. 

In an effort to still these 
doubts, education secretary 
David Blunkett and deputy 
prime minister John Prescott 
made a point of criticising the 
use of the term “bog-standard” 
that Blair’s spokesman Alis- 
tair Campbell used about com- 
prehensive schools. 

But the doubts remain. 

The mood among La- 
bour’s core members, which 
is reflected in much of its 
wider support, is a challenge 
to those of us campaigning 
for a Socialist Alliance or 
Scottish Socialist Party vote. 

We have to explain that 
we are utterly opposed to the 
Tories, that we are not indif- 
ferent to Ann Widdecombe 
becoming home secretary or 
William Hague taking charge. 

But we are also deter- 
mined to stop Tory policies 
coming from a New Labour 
government, determined to 
put up open opposition to pri- 
vatisation, handouts to the 
rich, and racist asylum poli- 
cies, whichever party they 
come from. 

The choice before us is 
wider than right wing policies 
from Labour or right wing 
policies from the Tories. 


MCHARLIE KIMBER 


Rally to Dudley strikers’ call 


Fight the sell-off 
of our services 


DUDLEY STRIKERS on the lobby of Labour’s conference in Glasgow last weekend 


‘PFI IS THEFT 


Vote 
socialist 


SOCIALIST 
Alliance and 
Scottish Socialist 
Party candidates in 
the general election 
will be standing in 
total opposition 

to New Labour’s 
privatisation. 


@To stop PFI in 
hospitals, schools, 
council services and 
elsewhere. 

@To end the 
privatisation of 
council housing. 
@To stop the 
privatisation of the 
London 
Underground and 
air traffic control, 
and threats to 
privatise the Post 
Office. 

@Against the GATS 
agreement that 
gives multinationals 
a free rein in health, 
education and 
elsewhere. 

@To renationalise 
the railways. 

@To tax the rich to 
pay for services. 


OVER 100 campaigners 
packed into a meeting in east 
London last week to stop a 
PFI scheme for Barts and 
the Royal London Hospital. 

The meeting united 
health workers, patients, 
postal workers, teachers, 
anti-capitalists and commu- 
nity activists in the fight 
against privatisation. 

Geoff Martin, the Lon- 
don regional convenor of the 
UNISON union, tore into 
the government’s PFI plans, 
saying, “Every PFI scheme 
has reduced beds. Why? Be- 
cause private firms can only 
make their profits by cutting 
back on standards and 
staffing levels. 

“T recently visited the 
PFI-built hospital in Dart- 
ford in Kent. The walls are 
flimsy. The place is dirty. The 
services went pear shaped 
within weeks of it opening be- 
cause the private sector con- 
sortium wanted to maximise 
profits for shareholders. 

“Alan Milburn says there 
will be a net increase of 850 
beds in London. But London 
has lost 10,000 beds in the 
last ten years. 

“We want a huge cam- 
paign for public services pro- 
vided by public sector 


workers.” 

Dr Kambiz Boomla, So- 
cialist Alliance prospective 
parliamentary candidate for 
Poplar and Canning Town 
and a local GP, also ad- 
dressed the meeting. 

He said, “The Labour 
Party now says it is PFI or 
bust. But the majority of 
people are not buying into 
that. 

“They are saying we want 
new hospitals but not built 
with private money. If we 
fight we can force the gov- 
ernment to publicly fund the 
building of new hospitals.” 


Suffer 


From the floor, Katie, a 
medical secretary at the 
Royal London Hospital, 
said, “It is not just hospitals. 
They are doing the same 
thing to schools, libraries 
and other services. 

“The money going to 
these private firms is coming 
out of our taxes because we 
pay them back for 30 years 
while they make a profit. I 
call that theft.” 

A Whitechapel postal 
worker, who brought the 
CWU union banner to the 
meeting, said, “I find it dis- 


gusting that under a Labour 
government people are ex- 
pected to suffer the same. 

“Labour cares more 
about big business than the 
workers who build and fund 
the party.” 

Local UNISON officer 
Phil Billows handed over 
£1,500 from his union 
branch to the Dudley hos- 
pital strikers who spoke at 
the meeting. 


DEMONSTRATE 


next Saturday 3 March 


Assemble 10.30am, 


Ot aF-Vanley-lat-lamere [Ur-la-) 
Mo) o) oC II1-1F- Ms) (0l-lamr-1 


12 noon 


United 


*THE LOBBY on 3 March is 
about uniting all the protests 
against privatisation. 

Our campaign to save 
elderly people’s homes, 
RAGE, has had some bril- 
liant protests including oc- 
cupying council surgeries. 

Last week 50 people oc- 
cupied the road outside one 
of the homes.° 


MCAROLINE 
JOHNSON, Socialist 


Picture: ANDREW WIARD/reportphotos.com 
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A SWATHE of privatisation proposals across the 
West Midlands have united anti-privatisation 
campaigners in a determined battle. 

Dudley Group of Hospitals is at the centre of the 
plans. Health workers are now on strike to fight the Pri- 
vate Finance Initiative (PFI) scheme that means axing 
staff, privatising jobs and slashing beds. 

In Kidderminster the hospital has been run down. 
There are PFI schemes planned for Walsall and Wolver- 
hampton, and a PFI hospital to replace two hospitals in 
Birmingham—Selly Oak and the Queen Elizabeth. This 


is set to cut 50 beds. 


Some 95,000 council homes are being transferred to 
the private sector. Some 30 elderly people’s homes face 
privatisation, as do the fire stations. 


“Support for a fightback 
has been phenomenal,” says 
Lynne Hubbard, a UNISON 
shop steward at Selly Oak 
Hospital. “People are mobilis- 
ing to lobby and demonstrate 
against Gisela Stuart, the New 
Labour health minister who is 
totally pro-privatisation. 

“Full time officials in the 
UCATT union are planning 
meetings to build for this 
lobby on 3 March. 

“UCATT are so angry 
about council housing privati- 
sation they want to stand an 
anti-privatisation candidate in 
Edgbaston against Gisela 
Stuart in the general election.” 

New Labour is trying to 
hide the attacks on health 
provision with its announce- 
ment last week that 29 new 
hospitals will be built. 

Health secretary Alan Mil- 
burn gave the impression that 
there would be better services 
and state of the art hospitals. 


battle 


Socialist 
Alliance 


VOTE SOCIALIST 


Scottish 
Socialist Pa 


Alliance prospective parliamentary candidate for 
Perry Barr in Birmingham and secretary of RAGE 


BIRMINGHAM MARCH 


AGAINST PRIVATISATION 
support the Dudley strikers 


Organise solidarity events 
Tam cel UL am Coler-1i-1a-r-) 
Saturday 3 March, 

2.30pm 
Called by the Socialist 
Alliance 


*Some 5,000 
beds will be 
axed in the first 
wave of PFI 
schemes? 


It is acruel con. Nearly all 
the new hospitals will be built 
under the PFI. 

Milburn’s plans will mean 
29 more Dudleys, and will 
siphon off even more NHS 
funds into the hands of 
money-grabbing corporations. 

The government insisted 
that the new PFI schemes will 
mean 3,000 beds for the NHS. 

This is a major admission 
by the government that all the 
previous PFI schemes have 
slashed beds. 

Some 5,000 beds will be 
axed in the first wave of PFI 
schemes the government has 
pushed through. 

So even if, and it is a big 
if, the new schemes do result 
in 3,000 beds, there will still 
be a net loss of 2,000 beds. 


Public 


Dudley strikers showed 
their fury at the government on 
the lobby of Labour’s confer- 
ence in Glasgow last weekend. 

Striker Patricia Robbins 
told Socialist Worker, “I’ve 
been in the NHS for 29 years. 
I’m a catering worker. 

“After nearly eight months 
of strikes I am even more de- 
termined to win this strike 
than I was at the beginning. 

“The principle is so 
clear—the NHS should be 
about public service, not pri- 
vate profit. And PFI is privati- 
sation, however the Labour 
Party dresses it up. 

“Our union is supposed to 
have all these contacts with 
the Labour Party. Well, we’ ve 
got nothing from it. The min- 
isters are not listening and our 
own local MPs are telling us 
to give in. 

“Ordinary people support 
us—that’s what has kept us 
going.” 

Another striker, Jackie 
Etheridge, said, “Labour has 
let us down. That’s why we’re 
backing Angela Thompson, 
one of the strikers, as a So- 
cialist Alliance candidate at 
the general election.” 
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THE DEBT SPIRAL 


Can you afford 
to Save money? 


NEW LABOUR wants us to save money. 

It wants us to save for our children’s univer- 
sity education (for the 30 percent who go into 
higher education) and save for our retirement. 


Last week the govern- 
ment promised a new chil- 
dren’s saving scheme 
where the state would top 
up money put in by par- 
ents. It was suggested the 
fund could be used later in 
life to “tide workers over 
periods of unemployment 
in an uncertain world”’. 

Ministers speak as if 
across Britain people are 
discussing precisely which 
savings product should be 
the home for their money. 

But figures just pub- 
lished in the official Social 
Trends survey show 28 
percent of households 
have no savings at all and 
22 percent have less than 
£1,500. 

That means half of the 
population have not a 
penny put away or just a 
few pounds in a building 
society. 

An analysis of ethnic 
background shows 54 per- 
cent of black (African and 
Caribbean origin) people 
and 59 percent of Pak- 
istani/Bangladeshi origin 
people have no savings at 
all. 


Cashed 


Saving is for the rich. 
One in eight households 
have savings of over 
£20,000. One in ten have 
over £100,000. 

These are the people 
who cashed in on the 
regime of special tax-free 
TESSA and PEP accounts 
from 1987 right up to this 
year. 

Rich savers avoided 
£1.3 billion in tax every 
year from these schemes 
alone. 

Labour set up the 
system of Individual Sav- 
ings Accounts. 

These allow a rich 
couple to stash away 
£140,000 over ten years 
and collect the interest 
free of all tax. 

In the 1960s even Tory 
governments called such 
loot “unearned income” 
and taxed it accordingly 
at a high rate. 

Under New Labour it 
is regarded as a reward 
for virtuous investment 
and therefore not taxed— 
unlike the wages of a 
nurse or a train driver or 
a cleaner. 

Government ministers 
say savings can be for 
everyone. But the reason 
for lack of savings is not a 
“culture of fecklessness”. 

The real reason is that 
people simply do not have 
any money to put aside. 

In fact, people are bor- 
rowing more and more in 
a desperate attempt to 
stop their living standards 
sliding away. 

They are racking up 
debts to pay for their kids’ 
clothes and shoes, to buy 
a cooker or a fridge or a 
car to get to work. 

But they fear the ar- 
rival of the bills in the post 
each morning. 

Unsecured personal 
debt (not including mort- 
gages) in Britain is now 
officially over £122 billion. 
But a recent Office of Fair 
Trading survey suggested 
the real figure (including 
all sorts of loans) was 
nearly £160 billion. 

Even the lower figure 


by CHARLIE 
KIMBER 


amounts to £3,425 debt for 
every adult aged 18 to 65. 
But probably half these 
people have no debts at 
all. So the real average is 
closer to £7,000. 

Terry Lucas from 
north London took a per- 
sonal loan of £10,000 to 
help a member of his 
family through a crisis. 
His repayments left him 
short of money each week. 

His bank extended the 
loan by £5,000. He was 
now repaying £380 a 
month from his £1,100 
wages and funding the 
rest of his outgoings on 
seven credit cards. 

After seven years his 
original debt had risen, 
with interest, to £67,000. 

In 1980 the national 
network of Citizens 
Advice Bureaux handled 
hardly any enquiries 
from people in desperate 
debt. Last year they dealt 
with nearly a million. 

The level of savings is 
now the lowest it has been 
in Britain since the height 
of the boom under Nigel 
Lawson in 1988. That was 
followed by a fearsome 
period of house reposses- 
sions and debt problems. 

There is now a boom- 
ing business in “‘consoli- 
dation loans”. They offer 
one big new loan to cover 
all your present debts. 

But some of them are 
at horrendous interest 
rates (the Citizens Advice 
Bureaux give examples of 
consolidation loans at up 
to 365 percent a year), can 
be much more long term, 
and are often secured on 
your house. 

This means if you fail 
to pay you lose your home. 

Because people are al- 
ready deep in debt, they 
are forced to seek money 
from a range of loan 
sharks. 


Touch 


A whole new industry 
is growing out of what is 
now called the sub-prime 
lending market. 

They lend to about 
eight million people that 
high street lenders won’t 
touch because they have 
missed payments or their 
income is too low. 

The big banks are 
angry about the small loan 
sharks—angry that they 
are missing out on profit. 

Last week Barclaycard 
announced it was offering 
a new card to people who 
had previously been 
turned down because of 
their debts or poverty. 

It will have a special 
high 24.9 percent interest 
rate because of the bank’s 
extra “risk”. 

Courts issued 1.3 mil- 
lion warrants authorising 
bailiff action last year in 
England and Wales. 

British workers work 
the longest hours in 
Europe. They are the most 
indebted in Europe. They 
are the most likely to be 
working two jobs to make 
ends meets. And New 
Labour says save! 


BRIAN DRUMMOND 


‘Stop the 
market In 
schools’ 


*1 SAT the 11-plus in 1959. 

Three children in my 
class passed and left to go 
to grammar school. 

The rest of the class, 33 
children, failed the test and 
went to the secondary 
modern school. 

| remember some chil- 
dren broke down and cried 
as they heard the results. 

Our school, like many 
others, would identify the 
children it believed had the 
potential to pass and 
coached them. 

Now we have the threat 
of this two tier education 
returning. 

| am standing as the So- 
cialist Alliance candidate in 
Bristol to give a voice to 
everyone who wants to 
make sure New Labour does 
not push us back to the kind 
of education which failed the 
majority of working people. 

Now schools are ex- 
pelling pupils from working 
class backgrounds be- 
cause of their behaviour. 

The real issue is that the 
children are disaffected and 
uninspired by a restricted 
national curriculum. 

| want to see a different 
set of priorities which put 
people first. We need an 
end to the market in our 
schools.® 
BE BRIAN DRUMMOND, 
Socialist Alliance 
candidate in Bristol 


THE RIGHT wing press 
heaped praise on Tony 
Blair last week for his 
plans to attack com- 
prehensive education. 

The Sun said, “We take 
our hat off to the prime min- 
ister.” It applauded Blair’s 
spokesman Alastair Camp- 
bell for labelling comprehen- 
sive schools “bog-standard”’. 

The Tories boasted that 
New Labour had copied their 
policies. 

The right wing are cheering 
the end of working class chil- 
dren getting the right to a 
decent education. 

The government will turn 
nearly half of all secondary 
schools in England and Wales 
into specialist schools. 

This will be on top of the 
536 specialist schools that al- 
ready exist. 

These schools will get extra 


PAUL PATRICK is the head of 
Cardinal Wiseman High 
School, the largest school in 
Ealing, west London. 

He spoke to Socialist 
Worker about his reactions to 
Blair’s announcement last 
week: 

*I WAS shocked. Blair’s speech 
was like listening to a Tory party 
broadcast. 

We survived 18 years of at- 
tacks, underfunding and over-in- 
spection from the Tories. 

This government has carried on 
the Tories’ agenda. It seemed to be 
easing up in recent months. There 
was a lot of press commentary 
about the government returning to 
traditional Labour values to inspire 
its core voters. 

Then we get this insult—com- 
prehensive schools described as 
“bog-standard” by a Labour 
prime minister. 

Well, I am proud to be head of 
a “bog-standard” school. 

Our school went for specialist 
status to get the extra money. The 
system now means you only get 
extra funds by applying for one of 
the government’s schemes. 

But we do not select. 


Head Is sick with 
disappointment 


betrayal 


money and will officially be 
able to select up to 10 percent 
of their pupils. 

In fact, the schools will 
select many more children than 
that as parents rush to get their 
children into the few well 
funded schools. 

A small number of “gifted 
and talented” children will 
also be creamed off for the 
new National Academy. 

This is modelled on a US 
centre for talented youth in 
Baltimore where a few chil- 
dren get individually tailored 
courses. 

Children will be under more 
and more pressure, with a 
tougher regime of tests in 
schools. The 11 year olds will 
face higher targets, and 13 year 
olds will be tested for the first 
time. 

New Labour’s plans are 
about dumping a central plank 
of “Old Labour” policies. 


My school could test for maths 
and technology to select 10 per- 
cent of pupils. That would distort 
the admissions in other schools in 
the area. 

The pressure is on us constantly 
to move in that direction. 

People in many areas already 
cannot get their children into 
local schools. 

Many schools in areas of mul- 
tiple deprivation such as Southall 
do face problems. They are where 
extra resources should be targeted. 

Instead the government is ig- 
noring the social and economic 
pressures on children and their 
families. 

I saw aclip last week of David 
Blunkett’s speech to the Labour 
Party conference in 1995 when he 
said, “Read my lips—no selection 
by examination or interview under 
a Labour government.” 

It made me sick with disap- 
pointment. I feel totally betrayed. 

Most of the people I know are 
core Labour voters. They feel so 
angry. 

Of course they do not want the 
Tories back. But many are think- 
ing of not voting, and some may 
vote to the left of Labour to teach 
the government a lesson.? 


In the 1960s and 70s the 
Labour Party promoted compre- 
hensive education as a limited 
way of addressing the gap be- 
tween rich and poor. 

It said, “Never again can 
part of the population be hidden 
away in the backstreet sink 
schools.” 

The school leaving age was 
raised, class sizes were re- 
duced and the 11-plus exam 
that aimed to fail 80 percent of 
children was scrapped. 

The gains in education were 
so massive even Tory education 
secretary Margaret Thatcher 
went along with them. 


Equality 


The opening up of new uni- 
versities and polytechnics in- 
creased access to higher 
education. 

The proportion of adults 
leaving school without quali- 
fications fell during the years 
when comprehensive educa- 
tion was introduced, accord- 
ing to the 1988 General 
Household Survey. 

The children who gained 
most were from poor, work- 
ing class families. 

The improvements in edu- 
cation for working class 
women were even greater. 

Now New Labour is rub- 
bishing all of these achieve- 
ments and doesn’t even 
pretend to aspire to equality in 
education. 
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UNDER NEW Labour this will be education for the few... 


BISHOP VESEY'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL § 
SCHOOL HOUSE ONLY 
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...WHILE THE majority of children face cash-starved, run down schools 


Schools run for profit 


Limiting kids 


*COMPREHENSIVE 
education gave working 
class children like me a 
second chance. | failed 
my 11-plus. 

lam totally opposed to 
selection of children at 
the end of their primary 
education. 

This just limits the 
opportunities available to 
vast numbers of children. 

Children from 
disadvantaged homes 
often do not do well in 
the early years of school. 

What Blair is doing is 
a total desertion of 
progressive education. 
Most people | know reject 


Blair’s ideas for more 
selection. 

In Leeds the 
government has pushed 
for privatisation of all our 
schools. 

We have had major 
demonstrations against 
the scheme. Local 
councillors, MPs, parenis, 
teachers and pupils are 
all against it. 

Blair’s plan to turn half 
the comprehensive 
schools into specialist 
schools is completely 
against what the Labour 
Party say they stand for.° 


BH JOE WALSH, Leeds 
teacher 


TONY BLAIR also announced 
a sharp increase in privatisa- 
tion of schools last week. 

The government wants to 
create privately-run “city acad- 
emies” in every area. 

It is an idea taken straight 
from the Tories. 

In 1986 the Tories’ education 
secretary, Kenneth Baker called 
for the creation of “city technol- 
ogy colleges’—which were to be 
financed and run by business. 

The experiment failed be- 
cause the Tories could not 
guarantee business would 
make sufficient profit, and only 
15 of the colleges were set up. 

New Labour’s first big idea for 
schools, Education Action Zones, 
has run into the same problem. 

The scheme was supposed 


to attract private sponsorship 
for groupings of schools. 

But a report last month by 
the Institute for Public Policy 
Research found that compa- 
nies’ contributions have largely 
been “in kind” and “overvalued”. 

For example, in Blackburn 
local businesses agreed to sit 
on the zones’ management 
committee. That went 


down as acontribution ‘i i 
of £80,000 a year. X) 


The government is | 


following the lead of Tory- N\¢ 
controlled Surrey council, ° 


which was the first to hand 
over a school wholly to a pri- 
vate company. 

The company running 
school services in Labour- 
controlled Southwark council, 


south London, is construction 
firm W S Atkins. It told 
Thames Trains to save money 
by not introducing the best 
safety system on the train 
which subsequently crashed 
at Southall. 


Picture: JESS HURD 


Picture: GUY TAYLOR 


“| AM somewhat con- 
fused about the SW P’s 
attitude to elections 
and the Socialist Al- 
liance,” wrote a reader 

paper. “Is 


about pr 2 
The first thing to be 
said is our attitude is very 
different to that which has 
prevailed in the Labour 
Party for the last 100 
years. 

Its view has always been 
that elections are the key 
mechanism for changing so- 
ciety. This applies as much 
to Old Labour as to N ew 
Labour, to the Labour left as 
much as to the Labour right, 
to Keir Hardie and Aneurin 
Bevan as much as to Ramsa 
MacDonald and Hug 
Gaitskell. 

They claimed that once 
you had a majority of seats in 
parliament you controlled 
the state, and once you con- 
trolled the state you could 
gradually change the rest of 
society. Elections could 
achieve in Britain what rev- 
olutions were necessary for 
in dictatorial societies. 

We think this view 
was always wrong. The 
state is not some in- 
nocuous body, waiting 
for MPsto give it orders. 

It is centred around in- 
stitutions dedicated to the 
application of violence 
against people who cross 
their path— armies, navies, 
air forces, police forces, MI5 
and MI6, the prisons system. 

Its core consists of 
bodies of armed men (and 
these days a few armed 
women). 

Those who give the 
orders in these institutions 
are not elected representa- 
tives of the mass of people, 
but officers, police and 
secret police chiefs, judges 
and top civil servants. 

They come from very 
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what do 
socialists say ? 


Is it propaganda? 
Or do we want 
socialists elected? 


much the same background 
as the people who sit on the 
boards of directors of large 
companies, and usually end 
up working for such compa- 
nies when they retire. 

The generals, the chief 
constables and the judges all 
boast they are “above poli- 
tics”. W hat they mean is 
they feel entitled to do and 
say what they want, regard- 
less of democratic votes. 

Meanwhile, their friends 
and relatives who run the 
large companies and finan- 
cial institutions can move 
money overseas at the touch 
of a button, and use the 
threat of economic chaos to 
“bring to its senses” a gov- 
ernment they don't like. 


Spread 


This happened in the last 
century whenever “Old 
Labour” governments in 
Britain hesitated about 
jumping to the orders of big 
business— in 1931, in 1966, 
in 1975-6. 

So socialists should not 
have the illusion that we can 
change society simply by win- 
ning votes. Indeed, some of 
the biggest changes have 
taken place despite high 
votes for conservative forces. 

This happened immedi- 
ately after the First World 
W ar. 

An overwhelming Tory 
majority in the Commons 
was terrified of the spread 
of revolution across Europe 
and so took important steps 
in establishing a welfare state. 

It was a Tory majority 
which took further steps in 
that direction during the 
Second W orld W ar because 
it saw, as Quentin Hogg, 
later Lord Hailsham, put it, 
that “if you do not give 
people reform, you will get 
revolution”. 

More recently, mass ag- 
itation outside parliament, 
including the biggest riot 
London had seen for acen- 
tury, forced Thatcher's Tory 


government with a large 
majority to scrap its own 
poll tax. 

W hat happens in the 
workplaces and on the 
streets is more important 
than the number of votes 
cast in elections. 

But this does not mean 
how people vote has no im- 
portance. 

It provides an expres- 
sion of how large num- 
bers of people , and 
this in turn affects their 
willingness to fight for a 
better society. 

W hen, in the 1980s, so- 
cialists found their friends 
and relatives accepting some 
of the crap pumped out by 
the Thatcherites, it demor- 
alised them and made them 
less willing to fight back 
against the system. 

By contrast, today, when 
socialist candidates have got 
votes of 5 percent in by-elec- 
tions and as much or more 
in some local elections this 
has given a boost to every- 
one who wants to fight back. 


Focus 


People feel there is a 
clear focus of opposition to 
New Labour from the left, 
and this feeds back into will- 
ingness to engage in non- 
electoral forms of struggle. 

That is why we do not 
see the Socialist Alliance and 
Scottish Socialist Party in- 
terventions in the general 
election as simply a matter 
of making socialist propa- 
ganda, although this is im- 
mensely important. We also 
see it as a way of showing 
how widespread the desire 
for a different society is. 

The more votes the So- 
cialist Alliance gets the easier 
it will be to turn the bitter- 
ness against New Labour 
into real struggle in the 
period ahead. 

This is why we don't feel 
apologetic about going on the 
knocker to ask people to 
vote socialist. 


by CHRIS HARMAN 


Socialist Review 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
IN THE AIR 


Is this the start of the fightback? 
Lindsey German writes on a 


changed situation 
@Pete Morgan looks at the anti-globalisation 


movement @The Israeli elections 


@Depleted uranium 


Plus the IMF, World Bank and the peed the Turkish hunger 
strike; how ideas change; and muc 


more 


£1.50 from your Socialist Worker seller, or to order your copy send a £2 cheque/PO (payable to 


Socialist Review) PO Box 82, London E3 3LH. Phone 020 7538 3308 for credit card orders 
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EMPIRES AND COLONIALISM CREATED 


Famine 


amidst 
lent 


HE ‘NATURAL DISASTERS’ 
THAT AREN'T ‘NATURAL’ AT ALL 


WE ARE told that the lives 
of many of the poorest 
people across the world are 
often at the mercy of “nat- 
ural disasters”. 

Millions of people in the 
Third World are driven into des- 
titution or early graves by a 
drought or flooding which we 
are told human beings have no 
control over. 

But the reality is more brutal. 
Human beings do have control 
over these life and death situations. 

An excellent new book by Mike 
Davis uses the example of famines at 
the end of the 19th century to show 
that disasters are often not “natural” at 
all. 

He shows how imperialism and colo- 
nialism killed millions and stripped conti- 
nents of their natural resources. 

In Ireland, Africa and India the local 
population starved to death while food was 
exported so that their rich conquerors could 
grow even richer. 


British imperialism dominated these 
countries, and others. Resources were 


GUJARAT 
REPEATS 


THE INTERESTS of big business 

still mean that poor countries 

guile when droughts or floods 
it. 

The huge death toll during the 
earthquake in Gujarat, India, ear- 
lier this month was escalated 
by poorly built houses and 
buildings. 

The property companies’ prof- 
its were put in front of safety. 
Many buildings collapsed com- 
pletely flat when the earthquake 
hit, killing tens of thousands. 

Engineers can design build- 
ings that minimise the impact of 
natural disasters. But big busi- 
nesses cut corners to save 
money. 


sucked out and used to bolster British busi- 
ness interests across the world. 

The British ruling class defended the 
seizure of India as a colony by claiming it 
brought prosperity, and improved commu- 
nications, roads and railways. 

“The accomplishment of all this work, 
and this expenditure of money, have in- 
creased to an extent absolutely incalcula- 
ble the wealth and comfort of the people of 
India,” according to Sir Richard and Gen- 
eral Sir John Strachey, two leading British 
officials in India. 

These claims are still repeated by apol- 
ogists for colonialism today. 

But between 1875 and 1900 there were 
some of the worst famines in Indian his- 
tory. The life expectancy of ordinary Indi- 
ans fell by 20 percent between 1872 and 
1921. 

During the same period annual grain 
exports out of India increased from three 
million to ten million tonnes. 

Lord Lytton was the head of the British 
government in India during the first 
famine. 

He said, “There is to be no interference 
of any kind on the part of government with 
the object of reducing the price of food.” 

He dismissed any idea of feeding the 
starving as “humanitarian hysterics”. 

However, Lytton was happy to “inter- 
fere” to boost the profits of the Manchester 


QUAKE 
HORROR 


The same happened when an 
earthquake rocked El Salvador in 
January. The country was robbed 
of its valuable hospitals due to 
the lack of strong supports on the 
buildings. 

In August last year some 
40,000 people died in an earth- 
quake in Turkey when just one 
year of the government's arms ex- 
penditure could have made every 
house in Turkey secure from 
earthquakes. 

Global institutions like the 
World Bank ensure that busi- 
nesses put profits first in coun- 
tries around the world, which 
means the poor pay a needlessly 
high price for natural disasters. 


Chamber of Commerce by removing duties 
on British cotton imported into India at the 
height of the famine. 

When drought hit India in the 1870s, 
businessmen used the railroads to transport 
grain from the worst affected areas to cen- 
tral depots for hoarding. 

The famine was most intense in the 
Madras region. Some 100,000 refugees 
packed out Madras city, desperate for food. 

Many starved to death in front of the 
troops who were guarding pyramids of im- 
ported rice. 

The Madras Chamber of Commerce re- 
sponded by suggesting the police build 
flogging posts to deter starving people 
from stealing grain. 


‘No one th 
give anything 
to the children’ 


THIS PATTERN was repeated again and 
again. 

Some 143,000 people in the province 
of Berar died of starvation between 1899 
and 1900. 

As they starved to death, 747,000 
bushels of grain were exported from the 
area. 

A passenger on a train through India at 
the time described seeing children scream- 
ing with pain for lack of food. 

He wrote, “Even now there are four 
wagons of rice coupled to the train behind, 
but no one will give anything to the children. 

“These wagons are reserved for the in- 
habitants of those towns where people still 
have money and can pay.” 

The famine was not due to a lack of re- 
sources to feed the population. 

It was because British rulers’ priority 
was to keep the price of grain high so they 
could maintain their profits. 

“The famine was one of high prices 
rather than scarcity of food,” concluded a 
commissioners’ report. 

The British government also grew wor- 
ried that its French rivals would use the 
spread of plague from India as an excuse to 
impose a trade embargo. 

Davis writes, “The secretary of state in 
London was telling the viceroy he was 
more concerned about plague than famine 
because a market once lost or even par- 
tially deserted is not easily regained.” 

At least £100 million was spent on 
Queen Victoria’s jubilee celebrations in 
1897. Yet British officials refused to pump 
in money to help famine relief. 


THE VICEROY 


HIS VICTIMS 


Instead relief camps were barbaric. 

A British journalist wrote that British 
officials turned people away from relief 
camps if they were too weak from starva- 
tion to work for their rations. 

And when one British official was 
asked to explain why there was a particu- 
larly high death toll in Gujarat, he re- 
sponded, “The Gujarati is a soft man, 
unused to privation, accustomed to earn his 
good food easily. Very many, even among 
the poorest, had never taken a tool in hand 
in their lives.” 


30 million 
Starved in 
China 


BRITISH COLONIALISM in China 
and Brazil played the same deadly 
role. 

Britain’s stranglehold over China was 
achieved through trafficking opium from 
India. 

By the time famine hit at the end of the 
19th century, the Chinese economy could 
not grow enough food to feed its people. 

Around 30 million people starved to 
death between 1876 and 1900. 

Similarly, in Brazil, Britain’s rulers 
controlled all the country’s foreign debt. 
London banks, in particular the Roths- 
childs, owned the country’s money supply. 


Local farmers were pressured into 
abandoning subsistence crops for commer- 
cial crops. Again millions of people had no 
means to survive when drought hit. 

Davis says that the El Nifio climate 
cycles bringing drought in some areas and 
flooding in others were particularly intense 
during the late 19th century. 

But each environmental problem was 
escalated into a catastrophe in India, China 
and Brazil because of the world system. 

“Millions died, not outside the ‘modern 
world system’, but in the process of being 
forcibly incorporated into its economic and 
political structures. They died in the golden 
age of liberal capitalism,” says Davis. 

They continue to die today. 


aoe 


Victorian 
Holocausts: 
EI Nino, 
Famines 
and the 
Making of 
the Third 
World, by 
Mike Davis. 
Published 
by Verso, 
£20. 


Available from Bookmarks, the 
socialist bookshop, in central 
Nees Phone 020 7637 1848. 


Tammie 


view 
Police ina 
Spin over 
race crime 


A TRIAL judge at Newport Crown Court 
recently claimed there was no racial 
motive in the horrific murder of Jan 
Marthin Passalbessy on 20 June 2000. 

This was despite hearing evidence that 
the four killers convicted of the murder had 
called their victim “nigger” and “black bas- 
tard” during the attack. 

The case highlights that two years on from 
the Macpherson report into the murder of black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence victims of racism 
still face huge obstacles getting justice. 

In the past victims of racist attacks and ha- 
rassment often didn’t bother or were prevented 
from reporting attacks when they came up 
against an uncaring and unhelpful police force. 
There was no accurate official picture of the 
scale of racism and its effects. 

After the Macpherson report this was meant 
to change. So what has happened? 

On a broad level the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence and campaigns against racist at- 
tacks brought about a growth of anti-racism. 
But this mood was not shared by institu- 
tions like the police. 

The number of racially motivated crimes 
recorded by the police between April 1999 and 
April 2000 shot up by 107 percent in England 
and Wales, from 23,049 incidents to 47,814. 

In many areas of the country the increase is 
even greater. Senior police officers point to this 
as showing the force has changed. 

The reality is different, and more complex. 


Demanding justice 


The figures show that racism is worst in areas 
where only a few people from ethnic minorities 
live. 

While the race crime figures may now reflect 
something like the real level of the problem of 
racism that has always existed, this is not evi- 
dence that the police have changed. 

In part it is because more victims are now de- 
manding justice. It is also because some sec- 
tions of the police, hoping to show a good public 
face, and for their own career reasons, have 
an interest in boosting the figures. 

But the vast bulk of the police still do not take 
race crimes seriously, and the force as a whole 
has sought to lead a backlash against the 
Macpherson report. 

In particular the police have launched a 
sustained campaign to undermine what 
people understand a racist attack to be. 

So police class incidents as “racist” where 
other motives are involved but the people in- 
volved are of a different colour. 

This can even lead to absurdities like a white 
racist who clashes with a black person claim- 
ing they are victims of “racism”, and the incident 
being classed as such by police. 

One thing is clear despite all the police ini- 
tiatives. The public are not convinced the police 
have changed. 

Over 70 percent of the public think the police 
are “still as racist or even more so than they 
were on 24 February 1999 when the Macpher- 
son report was first published”. 

The four black members of Scotland Yard’s 
Independent Advisory Group have also re- 
signed. The group was set up after the Macpher- 
son report and was meant to tackle the failings 
of the police on race. 

Clearly it has not. Jennifer Douglas, one of 
the four, says what most people know to be 
true: “I don’t think there’s been any change im- 
pacting on the policing of London’s communi- 
ties since the Macpherson report.” 


by THERESA BENNETT 
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What is Eminem 


S 


THE MEDIA recently turned its attention upon 
Eminem, the US rap singer, during his British 


tour. 


Eminem’s sexist and anti-gay lyrics led 
Sheffield University Student Union to ban his 
songs and image from campus. His concerts at- 
tract angry protests from gay rights activists. 

Socialist Worker spoke to people in the age 
group 14-17, Eminem’s main fan base, about the 


rap star. 


“EMINEM IS a very tal- 
ented guy,” says Paul 
Afshar, a 17 year old from 
Bradford. “I like his music 
but hate his lyrics for their 
sexism and homophobia.” 

“He appeals to people 
my age because he 
seems to be angry, and 
standing up against au- 
thority and the things that 
repress people.” 

“He’s rebellious and 
people my age just want 
rebellion,” Jack Shenker, 
a 16 year old from east 
London, said. 

“The more main- 
stream society seems 
to be against him, the 
more young people 
like him.” 

“Most of the things he 
does are purely for shock 
value,” Laura Bruneau, 
a 15 year old from west 
London, said. “If parents 
hate him, then kids who 
want to rebel will go and 
buy his records.” 

Alex Souter-Randall 
from Coventry is 14 
years old. She said, “The 
thing is, he doesn’t stand 
up for the right things.” 


Argue 


“All the things Eminem 
sings about are part of the 
status quo of society— 
being sexist, homopho- 
bic, driving flash BMW 
cars,” says Paul. “He’s not 
really rebellious. 

“A lot of people who 
are his fans agree with 
me when | argue against 
his homophobia and 
sexism. They say he 
goes too far.” 

“All of my friends are 


big fans of his music but 
they all agree that he’s a 
bit of a dickhead,” said 
Jack. 

“Lots of people un- 
derstand about the words 
he uses. They say things 
like, ‘It’s only words—we 
all know better than that’,” 
said Alex. 


Majority 


“There’s a few gay 
and lesbian students at 
my school who’ve been 
standing up for their 
rights and arguing 
against Eminem. While 
they’re not quite ac- 
cepted by the majority of 
kids, they don’t get 
abuse. 

“So liking Eminem’s 
music and attitude 
doesn’t mean people 
behave aggressively to- 
wards gay and lesbian 
students.” 

“Bigoted ideas like 
sexism and homophobia 
run right through society,” 
says Jack. “Eminemis a 
symptom of that, not a 
cause.” 

“| agree with the 
people who are picket- 
ing his concerts,” said 
Paul. “But | think the ban 
at Sheffield University 
was divisive. We need to 
tackle the wider issues 
to stamp out bigotry, not 
just ban one product of 
this in society. 

“The protests and crit- 
ics have been success- 
ful and have pushed 
Eminem to sing with Elton 
John, one of the most 
famous gay men in the 
world, at the coming US 


tanding up for? 


EMINEM DURING his recent concert in Manchester 


Indian elements 


Grammy Awards. 

“As socialists we 
need to realise that even 
though somebody’s a 
talented artist, and we 
don’t agree with individ- 
ual censorship, we 
should still be able to 
criticise him.” 


ES |) ee 


A REFUGEE'S PA 


THE PLAY The Bogus Woman, written by 


Kay Adshead and solo performed by 


Norma Dumezweni, is an extremely pow- 
erful and moving political drama. 


It takes you on a painful journey through 
the state of the asylum system under New 


Labour. 


It captivates you from the beginning, 
shocking you again and again. 

The play tells the story of a young 
refugee woman escaping brutal persecu- 
tion and coming to Britain to seek asylum. 
Despite this no immigration officer will be- 


lieve her. 


She is put into Campsfield Detention 
Centre where she witnesses the brutal- 
ity, the scapegoating and the lies of the 


authorities. 


She later tastes freedom for a short time 


N 


by ORHAN TSOLAK 


before her terrible suffering continues. 
This is a play that all the politicians and 


newspaper editors who viciously attack 


refugees should be made to watch. 

Kay Adshead’s play shows there is no 
better time to argue for Britain’s racist im- 
migration rules to be abandoned once and 
for all. It is a must see for socialists. 


The Bogus Woman by Kay Adshead 


is showing at the Bush Theatre, 


London, until 3 March. After that it will 
be touring Britain. There will be a dis- 
cussion after the performance on 26 


February. Phone 020 7610 4224 for 


more information. 


TWO EXCELLENT films 
by the Indian film-maker 
Deepa Mehta are now 
available on video. 

Fire and Earth are part 
of Deepa Mehta’s trilogy 
of films set in India. They 
challenge many of the 
accepted ideas in Indian 
society. 

Cinemas in India show- 
ing Fire were targeted by 
the extreme right wing 
Hindu organisation Shiv 
Shena because the story 
includes a relationship be- 


tween two women. But 
cinema goers queued up 
to see the powerful film. 

Earth shows the expe- 
rience of partition when in 
1947 the bloody legacy of 
British rule ended with a 
divided Pakistan and 
India. Muslim, Sikh and 
Hindu families and friends 
are torn apart by partition 
in this harrowing film. 
The HMV chainstore is 
selling Earth for £14.99 
and Virgin is selling Earth 
and Fire for £17.99. 


preview 


THE LAST EMPEROR (Fri, 
11.05pm, BBC 2). Lavish epic 
about Pu Yi, who became em- 
peror of China at the age of 
three. 

LANGAN BEHIND THE 
LINES (Mon, 11.20pm, BBC 2). 
First of a five-part series fol- 
lowing one man’s journey 
through Afghanistan and the 
Middle East. Could offer more 


than stereotypes about Islamic 
societies. Continued at similar 
times for the rest of the week. 
HEART OF HARLESDEN 
(Tues, 10pm, BBC 2). Start ofa 
new documentary series cen- 
tred on the lives of people in 
Harlesden, north west London. 
THE STING (Thurs, 11.40pm, 
BBC 1). Classic crime comedy 
starring Newman and Redford. 
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INDEPENDENT 
WORKING CLASS 
ACTION 


The workers create all the 
wealth under capitalism. 
A new society can only 
be constructed w 

collectively seize 
control of that wealth and 
plan its production and 
cliaglelUia(elan 


REVOLUTION NOT 
REFORM 


The present system can- 
not be patched up or re- 
formed as the established 
Labour and trade union 
leaders say. It has to 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO 
PARLIAM ENTARY 
ROAD 


The structures of the pre- 
sent parliament, army, 
police and judiciary cannot 
be taken over and used by 
the working class. 

They grew up under capi- 
talism and are designed to 
protect the ruling class 
against the worker: 

The working class needs 
an entirely different kind 
of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of 
workers’ delegates and a 
workers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary ac- 
tivity can be used to make 
propaganda against the 
present system. 

ly the mass action of 
the workers themselves 
can destroy the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 


The struggle for socialism 
is part of a worldwide 
struggle. 

We campaign for solidar- 
ity with workers in other 
countries. 

We oppose every 
which turns workers from 
one country against those 
from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
Tanlani(ela-laloyametoalane) (sean A 
support the right of black 
people and other op- 
pressed groups to organ- 
ise their own defence. 

We support all gen- 
uine national liberation 
movement 
The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a so- 
cialist revolution cannot 
survive in isolation in one 
country. In Russia the 
result was state capital- 
ism, not socialism. 


China a similar system 
was later established by 
Stalinist parties. 

We support the struggle 
of workers in 

tries against 

and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political 
equality of women. 

We are for an end to all 
forms of discrimination 
against lesbians and gays. 


THE 
REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY 


To achieve socialism the 
most militant sections 
of the working class have 
to be organised into a rev- 
oluti y socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the 
mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in 
practice to other workers 
that reformist leaders 
and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own 
interests. 

We have to build a r 
and file movement with 
the unions. 

We urge all those who 
agree with our policies 
to join with us in the strug- 
gle to build the revolu- 
tionary party. 


SWP branch meetings-all welcome 


Scotland 


Wed 28 February 


O DUNDEE: 7.30pm, Rm 103, Scrymgeour 
Bdg, University of Dundee. Who really runs the 
world? 


Thu 1 March 


CO ABERDEEN: 7pm, Red Lion Bar, Spital. 
1968— mass radicalisation last time around. 


Wed 7 March 


(1 EDINBURGH LEITH & EASTER ROAD: 
7.30pm, Kirkgate Community Centre. Can the 
unions break with Labour? ] GLASGOW GO- 
VANHILL: 7.30pm, Neighbourhood Centre, 
Daisy St. Can Marxism explain globalisation? 
COGLASGOW MARYHILL: 7.30pm, Woodside 
Halls. Can Marxism explain globalisation? 


Thu 8 March 


O EDINBURGH SOUTHSIDE: 7.30pm, 
Drouthy Neebors, West Preston St. Is revolution 
necessary? L] EDINBURGH TOLLCROSS: 
7.30pm, Athletic Arms, Angle Park Tce. Do 
First World workers benefit from Third World 
oppression? L) GLASGOW DENNISTOUN: 
7.30pm, Whitehill School, Onslow Drive. Does 
capitalism need sweatshops? ] GLASGOW 
POLLOKSHAWS: 7pm, Cooper Institute, Clark- 
ston Rd, Cathcart. Do the media control our 
minds? 


North East 
Wed 28 February 


NEWCASTLE FENHAM: 7.30pm, Com- 
munity Complex, Westgate Rd. Can capitalism 
be tamed? 


Thu 1 March 


NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH: 7.30pm, All 
Saints Church, Linden Rd. Do First World work- 
ers benefit from Third World oppression? 1 
NEWCASTLE HEATON: 7.30pm, Heaton Li- 
brary, Heaton Park Rd. Do First World work- 
ers benefit from Third World oppression? 


North West 
Thu 1 March 


O BURNLEY: 8pm, Red Triangle Cafe, St 
J ames St. Who really runs the world? 


M anchester 
Wed 28 February 


COBOLTON CENTRAL: 8pm, Millstone Hotel, 
Crown St. Is individual consumption destroy- 
ing the planet? 0 CHEETHAM & CRUMP- 
SALL: 7.30pm, Rm A1, Abraham M oss Centre, 
Crescent Rd, Crumpsall. Does capitalism need 
sweatshops? 


Thu 1 March 


GLOSSOP: 8pm, Community Hse, Market 
St. Do First World workers benefit from Third 
World oppression? (J LEVENSHULME: 8pm, 
Burnage Community Centre, Burnage Lane. 
Can the unions break with Labour? (1 SAL- 
FORD ECCLES: 8pm, Crosskeys, Eccles Pre- 
cinct. Is individual consumption destroying the 
planet? CO STRETFORD & SALE: 8pm, 
Melville, Barton Rd (nr Seven Ways). Does cap- 
italism need sweatshops? 


Merseyside 
Wed 28 February 


BIRKENHEAD: 7.30pm, Stork, Price St. 
Can Marxism explain globalisation? 1) TOX- 
TETH: 7.30pm, Peter Kavanagh, Catherine St. 
Do First World workers benefit from Third World 
oppression? 


Thu 1 March 


LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH: 8pm, Albert, 
Lark Lane. Can Marxism explain globalisa- 
tion? C. LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE: 8pm, 
olpuddie Bar, Flying Picket, Hardman St. 
Do First World workers benefit from Third 
World oppression? 


Yorkshire 
Wed 28 February 


BARNSLEY CENTRAL & COLLEGE: 
7.45pm, Durty O’Dwyers, M arket St. Why cap- 
italist democracy is not enough. 1] BRADFORD 
BOWLING & HORTON: 7.30pm, Red Ginn, 
Gaythorne Rd. Can the unions break with 
Labour? L) DONCASTER: 8pm, Corporation 
aps, Balby Rd. What can Marxism tell us about 
globalisation? 1 GRIMETHORPE: 8pm, Bullet 
Club, Brierley Rd. Billy Elliot and the miners’ 
strike— 15 years on. 0 HUDDERSFIELD 
CENTRAL: 8pm, Leader’s Suite, Town Hall. 
Can Marxism explain globalisation? Q HULL: 
7.30pm, George, Land of Green Ginger St, city 
centre. Is capitalism to blame for global warm- 
ing? L) LEEDS CROSSGATE: 8pm, Travellers 
Rest, York Rd. Do First World workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? (J LEEDS HEAD- 
INGLEY: 7.30pm, Headingley Methodist 


Church, Otley Rd. Is individual consumption 
destroying the planet? ] ROTHERHAM & 
EASTWOOD: 8pm, WEA Rms, Corporation 
St. Can capitalism be tamed? 0 WAKEFIELD 
CENTRAL: 8pm, Black Rock (next to Bull- 
ring), Cross St. Do the media control our minds? 
COYORK SOUTHBANK & ACOMB: 8.15pm, 
Guppy’s, Nunnery Lane. Do the media control 
our minds? 


Thu 1 March 


1 BRADFORD SHIPLEY: 8pm, Kirkgate 
Community Centre. Who is middle class— who 
is working class? () HALIFAX: 8pm, YMCA, 
Crossley St. Is individual consumption des- 
troying the planet? (] LEEDS CHAPELTOWN: 
8pm, West Indian Centre, Laycock P| (off 
Chapeltown Rd). Does Leninism offer us any- 
thing in the 21st century? (. LEEDS HYDE 
PARK: 7.30pm, Cardigan Centre. Can the 
unions break with Labour? L] SCUNTHORPE: 
7.30pm, Greeson Hall Community Centre 
(behind St George's Church), Frodingham Rd. 
Palestine— can there be a just peace? L] YORK 
CLIFTON: 7.45pm, Young Groves, Lowther 
St. Is individual consumption destroying the 
planet? 


Sheffield 
Wed 28 February 


1 DARNALL & ATTERCLIFFE: 8pm, Darnall 
Library, Britannia Rd. Do the media control our 
minds? (] HEELEY: 8pm, Meersbrook Bank 
School (Binfield Rd entrance). Do the media con- 
trol our minds? CQ NETHERTHORPE: 8pm, 
Office pub, U pperthorpe Rd. Can the unions break 
with Labour? LJ PARK HILL: 7.30pm, The Space 
(above Parkhill Library), Duke St. Can the unions 
break with Labour? (] WALKLEY: 7pm, Walk- 
ey Library, South Rd. Do First World workers 
benefit from Third World oppression? 


Thu 1 March 


GLEADLESS & INTAKE: 8pm, Woodseats 
Library, Chesterfield Rd. Do First World workers 
benefit from Third World oppression? (] HILLS- 
BOROUGH: 8pm, Hillsborough Library, Mid- 
dlewood Rd. Does capitalism need sweatshops? 


West Midlands 
Wed 28 February 


BIRMINGHAM BOURNVILLE: 7.30pm, 
Community Centre, Stirchley Rd. Is individual 
consumption destroying the planet? 1) BIRM- 
NGHAM KINGS HEATH & YARDLEY 
WOOD: 8pm, Community Centre, Heathfield 
Rd. Russia 1917— what a mass revolution looks 
ike. 0 BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH: 7pm, 
Phoenix Centre, Garrison Lane. Is individual 
consumption destroying the planet? L] COVEN- 
RY EARLSDEN: 7.30pm, Spencer Club, 
Albany Rd. Can Marxism explain globalisa- 
tion? CO DUDLEY: 8pm, Saracen’s Head, Priory 
St. Is revolution necessary? LJ STOURBRIDGE 
& HALESOWEN: 8pm, Porter’s Ale Hse, Birm- 
ingham St, Halesowen. Why capitalist demo- 
cracy is not enough. L] TELFORD: 7.30pm, 
Royal Oak, M adeley. Do we need a revolution to 
change the world? 


Thu 1 March 


BIRMINGHAM ASTON: 7pm, Farcroft, 
Rookery Rd, Handsworth. Do the media con- 
trol our minds? () BIRMINGHAM BEAR- 
WOOD: 7pm, New Talbot, Hagley Rd. Is 
ndividual consumption destroying the planet? 

BIRMINGHAM ERDINGTON: 7.30pm, 
m 121, J osiah Mason College, Slade Rd. 
ussia 1917— what a mass revolution looks 
ke. BIRMINGHAM NORTHFIELD: 7pm, 
t Lawrence’s Pastoral Centre, Church Rd. 
‘0 the media control our minds? (| COVEN- 
RY STOKE: 8pm, Hand & Heart, Far Gos- 
‘ord St. Do First World workers benefit from 
ird World oppression? L) LEAMINGTON 
SPA: 8pm, Bath P| Community Centre. Do 
First World workers benefit from Third World 
oppression? 


East Midlands 
Wed 28 February 


ASHFIELD & MANSFIELD: 7.30pm, Wagon 
& Horses, Kirkby Cross. |s individual consump- 
tion destroying the planet? J CHESTERFIELD 
NEWBOLD: 8pm, Market Hall, Market Sq. 
Does capitalism need sweatshops? (1 DERBY: 
7.45pm, Co-operative Social Club, Charnwood 
St. Do the media control our minds? 


Thu 1 March 


COLEICESTER HIGHFIELDS: 8pm, Secular 
Hall, Humberstone Gate. Does Leninism offer us 
anything in the 21st century? ] LEICESTER 
WEST END: 8pm, Shaftesbury Primary School, 
Latimer St. Does Leninism offer us anything in 
the 21st century? 


East Anglia 
Wed 28 February 


COCAMBRIDGE MILL ROAD: 8pm, Ross Com- 
munity Centre, Ross St. Anti-capitalism— theory 
and practice. J COLCHESTER: 8pm, Odd One 
Out, M ersea Rd. What can Marxism tell us about 
globalisation? OQ NORWICH MAGDALEN- 
GATES: 8pm, Unemployed Workers Centre, Oak 
St. Does capitalism need sweatshops? 


AHAUMN=2D 


on 


Thu 1 March 


OO HARWICH: 8pm, East Coast Rock Cafe, 
Market St. Do First World workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? (1 IPSWICH: 
8pm, Salutation, Carr St. Is capitalism to 
blame for global warming? ) LOWESTOFT: 
8pm, Havelock, Love Rd. Is individual con- 
sumption destroying the planet? 0] NORWICH 
EARLHAM: 8pm, Russell St Community 
Centre, (off Heigham Rd). Is individual con- 
sumption destroying the planet? 
SOUTHEND: 7.30pm, Cork & Cheese, Vic- 
toria Parade. Is individual consumption des- 
troying the planet? 


Wales 
Wed 28 February 


© CARDIFF ADAMSDOWN: 7.30pm, Com- 
munity Hall, Metal St. Can the unions break 
with Labour? 0) SWANSEA BRYNMILL & 
WEST: 8pm, South Wales Transport Club, St 
Helens Rd. Do First World workers benefit from 
Third World oppression? 


Thu 1 March 


COCARDIFF CATHAYS: 7.30pm, Cathays Com- 
munity Centre, Cathays Tce. Does Leninism offer 
us anything in the 21st century? (J NEATH: 8pm, 
Rose & Crown, Briton Ferry. Anti-capitalism— 
theory and practice. 


Bristol & West 
Wed 28 February 


OO EXETER: 8pm, Golden Lion, Clifton Rd 
(New Town). Do First World workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 


Wed 7 March 


Oo BRISTOL HARTCLIFFE: 8pm, Hartcliffe 
Library, Peterson Sq, Symes Ave. Does Lenin- 
ism offer us anything in the 21st century? C1 
RISTOL KINGSWOOD: 8pm, Kingswood 
Community Centre. Who is middle class— who 
is working class? 1] BRISTOL TOTTERDOWN: 
8pm, YMCA, Well’s Rd. Who really runs the 
world? 


Thu 8 March 


O BRISTOL EASTON & REDFIELD: 8pm, 
Easton Community Centre, Kilburn St. Do First 
World workers benefit from Third World op- 
pression? (] BRISTOL ST PAULS: 7.45pm, 
Kuumba Project, Hepburn Rd (off Stokes Croft). 
Can the unions break with Labour? 


South East 
Thu 1 March 


CO GUILDFORD: 7.30pm, White House, Guild- 
ford High St. Can the unions break with Labour? 
COHARLOW: 8pm, Labour & Social Club, Colt 
Hatch, Springhills. Israel elects a war criminal— 
w 
Cc 


o 


at chance for peace? (J LUTON: 8pm, Postel 
ub (cnr Dunstable Rd/Cardiff Rd). Can M arx- 
ism explain globalisation? (] NORTHAMPTON: 
8pm, Vocal & Instrumental Club, Bailiff St. What 
can Marxism tell us about globalisation? LO] ST 
ALBANS: 8pm, Committee Rm, Fleetville Com- 
munity Centre, Royal Rd. Who really runs the 
world? 


Thames Valley 
Wed 28 February 


C1 HIGH WYCOMBE: 8pm, Reggie Groves 
Centre, Paul's Row. Can the unions break with 
Labour? 


North London 
Wed 28 February 


O CANNING TOWN: 8pm, Afro-Caribbean 
Centre, cnr Barking Rd/Pragel St. Can Marx- 
ism explain globalisation? (] CROUCH END: 
8pm, Hornsey Vale Community Centre, M ay- 
field Rd. Can the unions break with Labour? 
OO DALSTON & WESTDOWN: 7pm, Center- 
prise, Kingsland High St. Why capitalist demo- 
cracy is not enough. (] FELTHAM: 7.30pm, 
Assembly Hall, Hounslow Rd. Can capitalism 
be tamed? (J FOREST GATE: 7.30pm, Durn- 
ing Hall, Earlham Grove. Can Marxism ex- 
plain globalisation? I HAYES & SOUTHALL: 
pm, Havelock Arms, King St. Can Marxism 
xplain globalisation? L) HIGHBURY: 8pm, 
ut & Shive, Upper St (Highbury Corner). Do 
e media control our minds? () HOLBORN: 
pm, Kings Arms, Kings Mews, cnr Nor- 
hington St. Can the unions break with 
abour? CQ HOMERTON & LEABRIDGE: 
pm, Barnabas Centre, Homerton High St, 
9. Do First World workers benefit from Third 
World oppression? L) HOUNSLOW: 8pm, 
Hounslow Community Association, Montague 
Rd. Russia 1917— what a mass revolution 
looks like. O ILFORD: 7.30pm, IIford Cent- 
ral Library, Clements Rd. Can Marxism ex- 
plain globalisation? ISLE OF DOGS: 
6.30pm, Island Hse, Roserton St (nr Castalia 


@ © 


moment 


Sq), E14. Why capitalist democracy is not 
enough. 1 MANOR HOUSE: 7pm, St Olave's 
Church Hall (Ghanaian Community Centre), 
opp Manor Hse e. Can the unions break with 
Labour? 0 MILDMAY: 7.30pm, Library, 
Mildmay Park Rd. Why capitalist democracy 
is not enough. 


PADDINGTON: 6.15pm, 
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Constitution, Bell St, NW1. Why capitalist 
democracy is not enough. ) STRATFORD: 
8pm, Bryant St Methodist Centre (off West 
Ham Lane). Who really runs the world? O 
WALTHAMSTOW WEST: 7.30pm, Com- 
munity Centre, Truro Rd. Do First World work- 
ers benefit from Third World oppression? 1 
WANSTEAD: 8pm, Wanstead Hse, The Green, 
E11 (nr Wanstead =). Where do sexist ideas 
come from? L] WHIPPS CROSS: 8pm, Sheep- 
walk, Leytonstone High Rd (cnr Aylmer Rd), 
E11. Do we need a revolution to change the 
world? C. WHITE HART LANE: 8pm, 
Haringey Irish Centre, Pretoria Lane. Why 
capitalist democracy is not enough. O 
WILLESDEN: 8pm, Willesden Library, 
Grange Rd (off High Rd). Can the unions break 
with Labour? 


Thu 1 March 


C1 ACTON: 8pm, West London Trade Union 
Club, Acton High St. Do First World work- 
ers benefit from Third World oppression? (] 
ARCHWAY: 8pm, Whittington Community 
Centre, Yerbury, N19. Can Marxism explain 
globalisation? LC) BOW: 7.30pm, Victoria, 
Grove Rd. Do First World workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? () BRUCE 
GROVE: 8pm, Ship, Tottenham High Rd. Why 
capitalist democracy is not enough. 0 
CHATHAM: 8pm, 6-8 Lower Clapton Rd, E5. 
Can the unions break with Labour? 0 
EALING: 8pm, Avenue, Drayton Court, W13. 
Can capitalism be tamed? 1) EAST HAM: 
8.30pm, St Bartholomew's Church Hall, Bark- 
ing Rd, E6. Can the unions break with Labour? 
CO ENFIELD: 7.30pm, Ethnic Minority Chal- 
enge, Edmonton Green Shopping Centre. Can 
the unions break with Labour? ) FULHAM: 
8pm, Community Rm, 381 King’s Rd, SW3. 
s individual consumption destroying the 
planet? CO GREEN LANES: 8pm, Rm 3, St 
ohn Vianney M illenium Centre, West Green 
d. Can the unions break with Labour? 0 
HACKNEY WICK: 7pm, Falcon & Firkin, 
Victoria Park Rd. Does Leninism offer us any- 
thing in the 21st century? OD HAMMER- 
SMITH & SHEPHERD'S BUSH: 6pm, 
Palingswick Hse, King St (mr Ravenscourt 
Park @). Can Marxism explain globalisation? 
C) LEYTONSTONE: 8pm, St Margarets 
Church Hall, Woodhouse Rd, E11. Why cap- 
italist democracy is not enough. () POPLAR: 
7.30pm, Langdon Park Community Centre, 
Byron St. Does Leninism offer us anything in 
the 21st century? 1 SOMERS TOWN & RE- 
GENTS PARK: 7pm, Somers Town Com- 
munity Centre, Ossulston St (behind British 
Library). Can capitalism be tamed? 0 
PRINGFIELD: 7.30pm, United Reformed 
lurch, Portland Ave. Who really runs the 
orld? CO STEPNEY: 8pm, Dame Collett Hse, 
en J ohnson Rd. Is individual consumption 
lestroying the planet? L) VICTORIA PARK: 
pm, Ann Tayler Centre, Triangle P| (nr Broad- 
ay Mkt). Does capitalism need sweatshops? 
WALTHAMSTOW EAST: 8pm, William 
orris Community Centre, Greenleaf Rd, E17. 
an Marxism explain globalisation? O 
WHITECHAPEL: 7.30pm, Oxford Hse, Der- 
byshire St. Can the unions break with Labour? 
XC WOOD GREEN: 8pm, Labour Club, Stew- 
art Cres (opp Civic Centre). Does capitalism 
need sweatshops? 


South London 
Wed 28 February 


O BROCKLEY: 7.30pm, Golden Anchor, 
Evelina Rd. Do First World workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? ) CAMBER- 
WELL: 8pm, Southwark Pensioners Centre, 
Camberwell Rd. Why capitalist democracy is 
not enough. ) CHARLTON & GREENWICH: 
7.45pm, Charlton Hse, Hornfair Rd. Is indi- 
vidual consumption destroying the planet? 1] 
CLAPHAM: 8pm, Hope & Anchor, Acre Lane, 


saw 


woaw 


ozO0=e 


Socialist Worker 
public meetings 


EDINBURGH: Thu 1 Mar, 7.30pm, Cafe Royal (off 
Princes St), West Register. Vietnam—the American 
war. Speaker: J onathan Neale. 


GLASGOW: Wed 28 Feb, 7.30pm, City Halls, Albion 
St entrance. Vietnam—the American war. Speaker: 


J onathan Neale. 


BRISTOL: Wed 28 Feb, 7.30pm, Kuumba Project, 
Hepburn Rd (off Stokes Croft). Do we need a 
revolution to change the world? Speaker: 


Dave Hayes. 


SWP news 


Manchester 
to Montpellier 


IN LEEDS 9 copies of Socialist Worker were sold 
at the General Infirmary, 6 were sold at the Royal 
Edinburgh Hospital, 5 at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 
and 4 at Shrubhill bus garage. Manchester sales 
included 7 at both Schlumberger’s and at the Royal 
Infirmary. Elsewhere 8 were sold at De La Rue 
Printers in High Wycombe, 5 at Aston post office 
in Birmingham and 4 at Copperas Hill post office 


in Liverpool. 


On Saturday 204 papers were sold in Manches- 
ter’s Market Street, 110 at Leeds Briggate, 95 in 
Birmingham’s High Street, 53 in Holloway and 43 in 
Wood Green, both North London. 38 British papers 
were sold on the protest in support of José Bové in 


Montpellier, France. 


In the last week 14 people have joined the So- 
cialist Workers Party in Leeds; 8 in Birmingham and 
Manchester; 6 on an anti-incinerator protest in 
Swansea; 5 in Liverpool; 2 at Glasgow University, 
Sheffield and the east London meeting over privati- 
sation; 1 in Luton, Feltham, Holborn, Walthamstow, 
Wood Green, East Ham, University of East London, 
and at both the Islington and central London meet- 
ings opposing tube privatisation. 


South Coast 
Wed 28 February 


SW4. Who really runs the world? (1) CROY- 
DON CENTRAL: 8pm, Ruskin Hse, cnr 
Coombe Rd/Park Lane. Is individual con- 
sumption destroying the planet? 0. NORTH 
PECKHAM: 7pm, Falcon Hse, Pelican Com- 
munity Centre (cnr Lyndhurst W ay/Grummant 
Rd). Does capitalism need sweatshops? 0 
STREATHAM SOUTH: 8pm, Bedford Park 
Hotel, Streatham High Rd (opp Safeway). Can 
Marxism explain globalisation? (] WOOL- 
WICH & PLUMSTEAD: 8pm, Glyndon Com- 
munity Centre, Brewery Rd, SE18. Do we need 
a revolution to change the world? 


Thu 1 March 


CI BATTERSEA: 8pm, Northcote Rd Library. 
Russia 1917— what a mass revolution looks 
like. 0 BERMONDSEY: 8pm, Ship, Borough 
High St. Is individual consumption destroy- 
ing the planet? () CATFORD: 8pm, Black- 
horse & Harrow, Rushey Green, SE6. Can 
Marxism explain globalisation? ) DEPT- 
FORD & NEW CROSS: 8pm, Crown & Scep- 
tre, Friendly St. Can Marxism explain 
globalisation? I EAST DULWICH & HERNE 
HILL: 8pm, Fox on the Hill, Denmark Hill, 
SE5. Isindividual consumption destroying the 
planet? CQ ELEPHANT: 8pm, Walworth 
Methodist Church, Walworth Rd, SE 17. Who 
really runs the world? (] ELTHAM: 8pm, St 
Mary's Community Centre, Eltham High 
St (nr Sainsbury's). Can Marxism explain 
globalisation? 


Kent 
Wed 28 February 


Oo BEXLEY: 8pm, Youth & Family Centre, 
West St, Erith. Can Marxism explain glob- 
alisation? ] GILLINGHAM: 8pm, Oast Hse 
Community Centre, Granary Close (nr Rain- 
ham ==). Do First World workers benefit from 
Third World oppression? 


INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIA LISM*89 


by Lindsey German 


The Zapatistas by 
Mike Gonzalez 
and much more 


£3 from your Socialist Worker seller or £3.50 from ISJ, 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


The Palestinian 
fightback by Anne 


OO BRIGHTON CITY CENTRE: 8pm, George 
Beard, Gloucester Rd, North Lanes. Can the 
unions break with Labour? 1] CRAWLEY: 8pm, 
West Green Community Centre, West Green 
Drive. Is capitalism to blame for global warm- 
ing? 0 SOUTHAMPTON: 8pm, St Matthew's 


Hall, Brintons Rd (nr St Mary's fire stn). Can 
Marxism explain globalisation? 


Thu 1 March 


OO HOVE: 8pm, Vallance Community Centre, 
Conway Ct (cnr Clarendon Rd/Sackville Rd). 
Can Marxism explain globalisation? O 
SOUTHAMPTON BITTERNE: 8pm, Rm S4, 
Itchen College, Middle Rd. Is individual 
consumption destroying the planet? 


THE NEW INTIFADA 


Israel, imperialism and Palestinian resistance 
@eeea2e2e0e0e0e02002000000808008808888088088 6 @ 


A Socialist Worker pamphlet 


by Anne Alexander 


£ 1 from 


Socialist Worker 
sellers or from 
Bookmarks, 1 

Bloomsbury 
Street, London 
WC1B 3QE. 
Phone 020 7637 
1848 


PLUS 


Alexander 


1960-1975 


by Jonathan Neale 
“If you're new to the history of 
the war in Vietnam, this is the 
place to start. And if you think 
you've heard it all, then this the 


place to start again” 
suis MARQUSEE 


offer £9, £9.99 


Available from Bookmarks, 1 Bloomsbury St, 
London WC1B 3QE. Phone 020 7637 1848 


Fax 020 7538 0140 


E-mail letters@socialistworker.co.uk 


or send to 


CALL CENTRE workers can get just 60 percent of average earnings 


How Blair looked !6w 


after Mr 


TONY BLAIR claims to be 
in a “fury” over Brian 
Moffat’s refusal to give min- 
isters advance warning of the 
job cuts at Corus. 

Looks like Tony has been 
let down by one of his friends 
again. On 17 May last year 
the government gave Moffat a 
role in running Britain’s eco- 
nomic policy. 

He was appointed to the 
Court of the Bank of England, 
a shadowy group of business- 
men supposed to keep the 
bank in touch with regional or 
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Moffat 


industrial economic trends. 

Moffat still sits on the 
court. He got his bank job 
when another Blair-friendly 
businessman made a mess. 
He replaced Graham Hawker, 
who used to run Welsh priva- 
tised utility Hyder. 

Under Hawker’s dynamic 
leadership, Hyder nearly 
went bust and was taken over 
by a Japanese bank. Hawker 
lost his jobs at Hyder and the 
Bank of England. 

Never mind. Hawker has 
a new job at the Welsh De- 
velopment Agency, one of the 
bodies supposed to find new 
jobs for the steel workers. 
SOLOMON HUGHES, 

North London 


Plenty for 


DR RICHARD Lacey was a 
thorn in the last government's 
side, revealing the true story 
of BSE and CJD. 

| have a lot of respect for 
this, but | do have one dis- 
agreement with Dr Lacey's con- 
cern in the recent interview in 
Socialist Worker that the 
world’s population is a signifi- 
cant problem. 

The hunger problem 
around the world is not caused 
by a lack of food worldwide, 
but is due to multinational con- 
trol over food. 

There is enough grain 


STEVE KIDD’S letter re- 
garding the campaign to save 
the Luton car plant (Socialist 
Worker 10 February) raises 
some serious points. 

He is quite right about the 
damage caused to both people 
and the planet by over-reliance 
on the motor car. He is also 
right to say that we should be 
looking for alternatives to cars. 

However, will allowing 
General Motors to close its 
Luton plant achieve any of 
these aims? I don’t think so. 

GM’s actions are not moti- 
vated in the least by ecological 
concerns or issues of the qual- 
ity of life for ordinary people. 

Their judgement is based 
solely upon what will let 
them carry on making more 
cars to make profits. 


everyone 


alone produced to give every- 
one 3,500 calories a day, which 
is more than adequate for 
anyone to live on. And this is 
without other foods such as 
fruit or vegetables. 

One of the greatest contra- 
dictions of capitalism is the po- 
tential to feed the world many 
times over, but the failure to do 
so in the name of profit. 

The food which is destroyed 
because it is not profitable to 
sell could easily accommodate 
a much higher population than 
exists at the moment. 

LIDAMIAN KING, Warwick 


Why Tommy 
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ATTACKS ON the left in the Scot- 
tish press last week have exposed 
the fact that the New Labour es- 
tablishment is beginning to worry. 

New Labour’s favourite tabloid, 
the Daily Record, \ed the charge with 
a number of articles and editorials 
attacking the socialist MSP Tommy 


lettersif has got New 
PQ Box 82 London E3 3LH| MMclOlOlUlamaclauncre 


Calling 
for some 
struggle 


THE PRUDENTIAL insurance 
firm has just announced it is 
axing some 2,000 staff—nearly 
20 percent of its entire British 
workforce. 

I work in one of the Prudential 
call centres in Reading. 

Most of those who are being sacked 
are “field staff’. These are the people 
who visit policy holders in their own 
homes and deal with individual cases. 

They are all being done away with. 

They are being replaced by about 250 
workers who will work in new call centres. 

So relatively well paid people are being 
replaced with poorly paid, overworked call 
centre workers. 

On top of this we have recently been 
told that, although our jobs are safe, we 
are being moved to another building down 
the road. 

Management told us that they hope to 
rake in £35 million from this measure. 

They told us about the job losses at an im- 
promptu meeting with our managers. We had 
no idea what to expect—although we were all 


grateful for the chance to get off the phones. 

Then they hit us with it. We got a five- 
minute explanation and a leaflet telling us 
what to say to anybody who asks us about 
the matter over the phone. 

We came out of the meeting, logged onto 
our computers and the story splashed across 
all the news websites. BBC news online 
found out about this before any of us did. 

Worse, I was sent an e-mail entitled “Do 
not talk to the press”. We couldn’t believe 
the nerve of these people. 


Forbidden 


They told the world’s media, putting 
their spin on it, before telling us and then 
told us we were forbidden to speak about it 
to any journalists! 

I know I’m up for a fightback. The TUC 
has just produced a report which says that 
call centre workers get only 60 percent of 
average earnings. 

It shows how call centre workers are 
constantly monitored on things like going to 
the toilet. Now is the time for union leaders 
to start organising. 


DAN CONQUER, Reading 


The workers in Luton 
have no more say about what 
they produce than any other 
group of workers. 

Some of them may love 
cars, some may hate them, 
but none of them are in a po- 
sition to impose their prefer- 
ences or needs on the 
production process. 

As socialists we want a 
world with a clean and safe 
transport system. But to get 
there we have to stand along- 
side those suffering from the 
insanity of the system. 


DENIS WISE, Cardiff 


postal 


MOUR TRADES council is 
holding a march and rally for 
May Day this year on the 
theme of human rights. 
British asylum and immi- 
gration laws are among the 
most restrictive on earth, and 
are getting worse. “Our” labour 
laws are the most restrictive 
in all Europe, except Croatia. 
“Our” laws on the right of 
assembly are also restrictive. 
Police powers are draconian 
and British prisons are the 
most overcrowded in Europe. 
“Our” education system 


DESPITE COLD and wet 
weather, Thorpe Edge estate 
in Bradford was home to a 
benefit gig last weekend. 

It was organised by two 
Rebel! members for the 
striking Dudley health 
workers. 

Hearing the loud punk 
music, neighbours came 
from the surrounding area 
to listen to the gig. 

On discovering that we 
were “left of New Labour’’, 
which “had to be good”, one 
woman gave generously to 
our appeal. 

The gig was highly polit- 
ical. The lead singer of one 


increasingly negates the right 
to free education and “our” 
NHS is being slowly strangled 
by creeping privatisation. 
Pensioners in Britain are 
the most deprived in all 
Europe. The right to life itself 
is menaced daily by the defi- 
ciencies of privatised railways. 
We must speak out and act 
now. We invite everyone to join 
our march on Saturday 28 April. 
Assemble at 11am, Turham 
Street car park, Lancaster. 
CISTEVE METCALFE, 
president Lancaster TUC 


MTHE UPCOMING election 
will provide the perfect op- 
portunity for left wing ac- 
tivists who have felt the cold 
shoulder of Labour policies 
during its time in office. 

| urge all left friendly 
groups, particularly disillu- 


is the enemy Everyone benefits 


of the bands took time out 
to explain that 19,000 chil- 
dren die each day because 
of Third World debt and 
that the strikers represent a 
blow to the neo-liberal 
agenda that causes these 
deaths. 

Many congratulated us 
on our effects and were in- 
terested in coming to politi- 
cal gigs in the future. 

We raised £31.50 for the 
strikers’ fund, which we 
hope will aid them in their 
courageous fight against 
privatisation. 

PAUL HATES, 
Bradford 


sioned Labour Party voters, 
to unite behind the socialist 
candidate standing in your 
constituency. 

Register your anger with 
the bi-party system and the 
Labour government. Use 
your vote as a protest. 
ADAM POULUS, North 

London 


MAN IMPORTANT question 
facing people is how to vote? 
at the forthcoming general 
election. 

In seats with socialist can- 
didates standing the answer is 
reasonably straightforward. But 
in the vast majority of con- 
stituencies with no left of 
Labour candidate, what will So- 
cialist Worker be suggesting? 

The experience of Labour 
in office since then has surely 
exploded any lingering doubts 


Sheridan. 

The attacks began after he was ar- 
rested at the Big Blockade of Faslane nu- 
clear submarine base. 

The Record accused Tommy Sheridan 
of tokenistic and irresponsible behaviour 
that wasn’t fitting for a member of the 


Scottish Parliament. 

The point that the Daily 
Record and New Labour are 
missing is that it is insane to 
continue spending billions on 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, especially when we are 
constantly being told there is 
no money for the real prior- 
ities of ordinary people. 

The election of Tommy 
Sheridan and the increasing 
vote for the Scottish Social- 
ist Party is worrying the es- 
tablishment because it 
exposes the myth that there 
is no alternative to Blair’s 
New Labour. 

And what is equally wor- 
rying for them is that this 
mood for an alternative is 
beginning to express itself 
physically in actions like the 
Big Blockade. 

ANDY BRAMMER, 
Glasgow 


Bullies 
in the 
post 


POSTAL WORKERS at the 
giant sorting office in Aston, 
Birmingham, took action last 
week by refusing to manually 
load bags of mail onto the 
lorries. 

The CWU union re- 
quested six extra conveyor 
belts over a year ago as the 
lifting causes risk of back in- 
juries, but the office contin- 
ues to have just two. 

The action is causing a 
massive backlog. 


Suicide 


The office has recently re- 
ceived media coverage over 
the case of Jermaine Lee, a 
black postal worker who 
committed suicide in 1999 
following bullying by man- 
agers and racial harassment. 

The press reported last 
week that “mafia-style Asian 
gangs” were “terrorising” 
staff and workers in the 
office. 

But solicitors for the 
family of Jermaine Lee say the 
stories are totally unsubstanti- 
ated and “the allegations may 
be a deliberate and malicious 
attempt to divert attention 
away from the central issue— 
racist bullying of Jermaine 
Lee by white managers.” 
ANDY NORTH, 

Birmingham 


about advising workers to cast 

votes for Labour again. 

DAVE COLLINS, 
Huddersfield 


MTHE DECISION by the 
Scottish Parliament to look 
at providing full free care 
for the elderly is extremely 
important. 

One of the most amaz- 
ing things is how suddenly 
there is universal agree- 
ment, including the media 
and Tories, that this will be 
an improvement. 

After years of pushing 
PFI and charges for social 
care, they now warn of the 
dangers of a two tier health 
system. | thought privatisa- 
tion was meant to improve 
things? 

GRAHAM KIRKWOOD, 
Norwich 
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AROUND 120 Socialist Alliance candidates, elec- 
tion agents and supporters met in Birmingham 
last Saturday to plan the general election 


challenge. 


“There is a real urgency. There are just 47 days to go 
if the election is on 5 April and 75 days if the election is 
on 3 May,” said the chair of the National Network of So- 
cialist Alliances in England, Dave Nellist, who intro- 


duced the day. 

The day was very produc- 
tive, with sessions on cam- 
paigning, raising finance, the 
role of candidates and using 
the press. 

Malcolm Jones from 
Wigan said, “We have had a 
very successful press cam- 
paign. We get at least two 
items in the local press every 
week. 

“Every Socialist Alliance 
needs to have someone ob- 
sessed with the local press.” 

Introducing a session on 
campaigning, John Rees 
stressed that the Socialist Al- 
liance should not be on the 
defensive. 

He said, “The Socialist Al- 
liance stands for ideas which 
the vast majority of working 
class people believe in.” 

John also stressed the 
need to maximise the num- 
bers of people actively in- 
volved in campaigning. 

“In Camden in London 
the local Socialist Alliance 
signed up 50 people when 
they were campaigning 
against tube privatisation,” he 
reported. 

And Kirstie Paton, a 
teacher from Greenwich in 
south London, summed up the 
mood of the day when she 
said, “We have one big thing 
in our favour—we don’t have 
to put spin on what we say. 

“We have nothing to hide, 
we are not corrupt, and we can 
connect with the thousands of 


VOTE SOCIALIST 


Socialist Part 


people who feel so disillu- 
sioned with New Labour.” 


LITHERE WILL be a na- 
tional policy conference for 
the Socialist Alliance on Sat- 
urday 10 March in Birm- 
ingham open to all members 
of the National Network of 
Socialist Alliances. 

This will discuss the So- 
cialist Alliance manifesto. 


LITHE NATFHE lecturers’ 
union branch at MANCAT 
further education college in 
Manchester has passed a 
motion backing the Socialist 
Alliance. 

The motion “resolves to 
recommend support in the 
general election for Socialist 
Alliance and other candidates 
to the left of New Labour”. 


LJIN LEEDS Central con- 
stituency we have selected 
Steve Johnson, a teacher at 
the local Cockburn High 
School, to be our prospec- 
tive parliamentary candi- 
date to fight against New 
Labour MP Hillary Benn. 


TS ALLREPORTS MUST BE IN BY 2PM MONDAY “yr 


We are now holding 
weekly meetings to organise 
the election campaign and 
are planning a public meet- 
ing on 23 March. 

We meet at the Adelphi 
pub, Hunslett Road, at 7pm 
every Tuesday. 


@LEEDS CENTRAL 
SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 


_JBRADFORD Socialist Al- 
liance are holding a public rally 
to launch our election cam- 
paign. We will be selecting a 
candidate to challenge the 
Bradford South seat at 7.30pm 
on Monday 26 February at 
Bradford Central Library. 


@ATEEQ SIDDIQUE 


_]WE HAD our second So- 
cialist Alliance public meet- 
ing in Salford last Thursday 
and decided to field a candi- 
date at the general election. 

Over 35 people attended, 
and there were a number of 
community campaign ac- 
tivists, students, some ex 
Labour Party members and 
public sector workers there. 

We decided that Salford 
was crying out for a socialist 
alternative, and that our po- 
litical message would strike 
a chord with many local 
people. 

We will now have a se- 
lection meeting on Thursday 
1 March. 

@MARY BLACK 


TELFORD Socialist Al- 
liance held a selection meet- 


Civil servants 


Museums 


FIFTY WORKERS at the 
Museum of London struck 
on Friday of last week. 

The official half-day 
action was in protest at a 
below inflation pay deal. 

The strike was 95 per- 
cent solid. 

Despite threats of legal 
action by management the 
protests outside the museum 
swelled to 100, with archae- 
ologists and specialists who 
applauded the strikers. 

The strike marked the be- 
ginning of a campaign by the 
IPMS union across the her- 
itage sector against low pay. 

Over 1,000 members of 
the PCS union at the British 
Library are also to vote for 
strike action over pay. 


Mark Serwotka, general 
secretary elect of the PCS, 
says, “If extra money to help 
our low paid members is not 
forthcoming, we expect 
there will be a vote for strike 
action.” 

@/PMS MEMBER 


Construction workers 


CONSTRUCTION HAS the worst safety record of 
any industry. Workplace fatalities increased 20 per- 
cent in the last financial year to 86 deaths. 

Deputy prime minister John Prescott has called 
a “Construction Safety Summit” for Tuesday of next 
week. 

This was originally going to be a full-day event. 
Now he has downgraded it to a three-hour session. 
The Construction Safety Campaign has called a 
protest outside the summit. 

Assemble Tuesday 27 February, 8am, Queen 
Elizabeth II Conference Centre, Parliament Square, 
London. 

@SEAN PROPHET, London Joint Sites Committee 


PCS 


SOME 1,800 members of the 
PCS civil servants’ union in 
the Passport Office are ballot- 
ing over management’s 2001 
pay offer. 

Management wants to 
move the start of the pay date 
to October and introduce 
performance-related pay. 

Across the civil service, a 
series of industrial action bal- 
lots involving thousands of 
workers have been launched 
over pay and conditions. 

Ballots for action in the 
PCS union include: 

@For strike action in the 
Land Registry Offices over a 
proposal to downgrade work- 
ers’ status. 

@For strike action over low 
pay in the government offices. 
@For an overtime ban 
with GPMU members in 
the HMSO parliamentary 
division. 


LINO MORE 
SANCTIONS ON IRAQ: 
Picket of parliament, 
Thu 22 Feb, from 10am. 
Public meeting: Wed 28 


Socialist Alliance 


Preparing election 
allenge 


ing on Monday of last week 
to select our prospective par- 
liamentary candidate for the 
Telford constituency. 

It was unanimously de- 
cided that it should be Mike 
Jeffries, a UNISON officer 
currently suspended from his 
job with the local council for 
campaigning against cuts in 
services. This new organisa- 
tion has enthused all of us in- 
volved, and we are looking 
forward to the election cam- 
paign and beyond. 


@HEATHER COX 


WIGAN SOCIALIST AI- 
liance has voted to fight both 
the general election and 
council elections. 

Dave Lowe, a shop stew- 
ard in Wigan UNISON and 
a social services worker for 
the METRO, has been se- 
lected to fight as the 
prospective parliamentary 
candidate for the Socialist 
Alliance in the forthcoming 
general election. 

Dave told the selection 
meeting, “The only privilege 
I have is the privilege to be 
the means by which thou- 
sands of workers around 
Wigan can express their dis- 
gust at the betrayals of this 
New Labour government.” 


STEVE JOHNSON, 
ppc for Leeds Central 


AROUND 100 people at- 
tended the Tyneside Socialist 
Alliance rally in Newcastle 
last week. 

Terry Rodgers, the Social- 
ist Alliance prospective par- 
liamentary candidate for 
Tynebridge, said, “Labour 
now openly embraces the cap- 
italist system, from the World 
Trade Organisation and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund to 
Tory policies of privatisation.” 

Pete Burnet, secretary of 
Newcastle Trades Council, is 
standing against Stephen 
Byers in North Tyneside. 

Tommy Sheridan, the 
Scottish Socialist Party MSP, 
also spoke. 

Over £800 was collected 
on the night to fund the cam- 
paign, and 15 people joined 
the Alliance. 

@SIMON HALL 


Dudley strikers 


DUDLEY hospitals strik- 
ers confronted their 
UNISON union leader 
Dave Prentis when they 
lobbied Labour’s spring 
conference in Glasgow 
last weekend. 

Prentis came out of 
the conference to speak 
to the strikers, to pledge 
his support for their 
battle, and to underline 
his hope that a settlement 
could be achieved soon. 
But strikers wanted more. 

Jeremy Pugh told him, 
“This is the most impor- 
tant dispute inside the 
NHS for years. We should 
be telling Labour that we 
don’t just want a different 
sort of PFI to the Tories. 
We don’t want PFI at all. 

“The union campaigns 
against Tory privatisa- 
tion, but inside that 
conference it’s cuddling 
up to the party that has 
accelerated PFI. 

“The union should be 
treating this as a national 
dispute. We want you to 
show the same spirit as 
we have.” 

Other strikers joined 


Feb, 7.30pm, Grand 
Committee Rm, House 
of Commons. Speakers 
include Tony Benn MP, 
George Galloway MP, 
John Pilger. 


PUBLIC MEETING: To 
commemorate the 
mass deportations of 
Chechen and Ingush 
people by Stalin in 


in, demanding much 
more active and high pro- 
file action from the union 
leaders. 

LITHE SCOTTISH regional 
council of UNISON defied 
its leaders and voted for 
support for the Dudley strik- 
ers last Saturday. 

The union leaders op- 
posed a motion calling for a 
Dudley speaking tour and 
support for a national day 
of action. 

But delegates voted 
overwhelmingly to overturn 
the leaders. 


Refugees are 
not to blame 
PUBLIC MEETING 


Monday 19 March, 
7.30pm, Conway 
Hall, Red Lion 
Square, London WC1 
@Speakers include Tony 
Benn MP; Theresa 
Hayter, author of Open 
Borders; Louise 
Christian, solicitor and 
Socialist Alliance 
prospective 
parliamentary candidate 


1944. Sat 24 Feb, 2pm, 
University of London 
Union, Malet Street, 
London WC1. Called by 
the Campaign to Stop 
the War in Chechnya. 


PALESTINE 
SOLIDARITY 
DEMONSTRATION: Sat 
3 March, 11am, East 
Market St, Edinburgh. 


e-mail: reports@ 
socialistw orker.co.uk 


‘RETURN OF 
RADICALIS M’ 


“IS THIS the return of 
student radicalism?” 
was how BBC Look 
North described Leeds 
University student 
union’s annual general 
meeting (AGM) on 
Thursday 8 February. 

Some 900 students 
turned up to debate the 
union’s “no platform for 
Nazis” policy. 

Two members of 
Leeds University’s Free 
Speech Society, Mark 
Collett and Chris Bev- 


Round-up 


STUDENTS at Glas- 
gow University have 
forced the Student 
Representative Coun- 
cil (SRC) to discipline 
its race relations con- 
venor, Philip Sands, 
after he wrote offen- 
sive letters to the Glas- 
gow Herald. 
Comments in the 
letters included: 
“How insensitive of 
the army not to recruit 
the disabled! Given 
New Labour’s push to 
feminise and homo- 
sexualise our armed 
forces, surely it is only 
a matter of time before 
we have one-legged 
black lesbians hopping 
their way into battle.” 
Campaigners lob- 
bied an SRC meeting 


erley, confirmed by 
Searchlight as being 
members of Nazi or- 
ganisations, proposed 
a motion calling for the 
removal of the policy. 

The overwhelming 
majority of students 
voted to keep the “no 
platform” policy. 

The AGM also voted 
unanimously to con- 
demn the West's bloody 
sanctions on Iraq. 
@CHRISTIAN 
HOGSBJERG 


last week and presen- 
ted a petition with 611 
signatures calling for 
Sands to be sacked. 
@MICHAEL 
PETTERSSON 


[JIOVER 80 students 
held a rally at Sussex 
University last week in 
support of students who 
were in occupation at 
Oxford University over 
tuition fees. 

@STEPHEN CHURCH 


NUS WEEK OF 
ACTION AGAINST 
STUDENT POVERTY 


Monday 26 February to 
Friday 2 March, 


National one-day 
shutdown 
Thursday 1 March 


LIPLANS TO run down 
Rosyth naval dockyard and 
sack 1,200 workers over the 
next five years have been 
leaked to the TGWU union. 

Babcock Rosyth Defence 
plans to reduce the number 
of docks at its Fife yard 
from four to one by 2006, 
which would employ less 
than 1,000 people. 


COMMUNITY Health 
Council (CHC) representa- 
tives and their supporters 
took part in a lobby of parlia- 
ment on Wednesday of last 
week in a last-ditch attempt to 
prevent the government from 
abolishing them. 

Campaigners point to the 
fact that Scotland and Wales 
have decided to retain CHCs, 
leaving England as the only 
part of Britain without an in- 
tegrated network of patient 
watchdogs. 


@MURRAY BENHAM 


A THIRD mass meeting 
of over 120 people from a 
small area in Tottenham, 
north London, took place 
last week in protest at pro- 
posed charges for resident 
and visitor car parking. 


Called by Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign. 


THE BIGGEST union 
in Britain, UNISON, 
has called a national 
demonstration for a 
higher minimum 
wage. Campaign for a 
Living Wage 
demonstration, Sat 28 
April, Manchester. 


“This is a council rip off. 
There is no parking ‘prob- 
lem’ round here,” said one 
campaigner. There were 
cheers when the campaign 
was compared to the poll tax 
fight, and the meeting iden- 
tified totally with striking 
tube workers. 

Controlled Parking Zones 
are spreading as councils try 
to recoup money cut from 
government grants without 
putting up council taxes. 

They do not solve the 
problem of too many cars— 
they just push the problem 
somewhere else. 

Only a cheap, efficient 
public transport system can 
stop people using their cars. 
@SIMON HESTER 


LECTURERS IN the 
NATFHE union have the 
chance to vote for a socialist, 
Roger Smith from Hull, in the 
election for the adult educa- 
tion seat on the union’s na- 
tional executive. 


(JA MEETING to organise 
an anti-sweatshop protest 
focusing on the opening of a 
new Gap store in Sheffield 
took place on Thursday of 
last week. 

Around 30 people at- 
tended, showing the great 
strength of feeling around 
the issue of the appalling con- 
ditions in which Gap factory 
workers are forced to suffer. 

Many ideas were thrown 
around for the protest, in- 
cluding getting some 13 year 
old children to go into the 
shop and demand jobs, as 
people their age are em- 
ployed to make the clothes. 


@LISA TUNNELL 
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POST OFFICE bosses are 
threatening to privatise 
3,500 jobs unless unofficial 
strikes stop. 

This blackmailing ulti- 
matum comes in a letter 
from Post Office managing 
director David Morphey. 

He says that unless the 
strikes stop the Cash Han- 
dling and Distribution 
function, with its 3,500 
workers, could be handed 
over to Securicor. 

Morphey says, “The 
crunch point is fast ap- 
proaching. Step back from the 
brink before it is too late.” 

This outrageous threat 
comes as a huge shake-up is 
threatened in the post. 

The government has ap- 
pointed a postal regulator to 


York 


WORKERS AT the Birch Park 
post office depot in York won re- 
instatement for a suspended col- 
league with a magnificent 
24-hour walkout. 

The worker was suspended on 
Thursday for refusing to carry out 
locking-up duties that have always 
been a management responsibility. 

This was only the latest in a 
long line of arrogant and bullying 
actions by management under 
the new Consignia regime. 

As soon as word went round, 
the entire workforce at the depot 
walked out, shutting down the 
depot all through Thursday. 

Following negotiations by 
their CWU reps, workers voted at 
a mass meeting early on Friday 
morning. The deal included rein- 
statement of the suspended 
worker, no victimisation, and 
promises to investigate and re- 
spond to other grievances. 


@ BEN DRAKE 


Bristol schools 


OVER 100 people demon- 
strated at the “Save our 
Schools” event in Bristol 
last Saturday. 

The protest was a spon- 
taneous response to the 
council’s sham referendum 
over the council tax. 

The result means the 
Labour council will make 
millions of pounds of cuts 
to the education budget. 

The message from teach- 
ers, parents and the com- 
munity was, “No way will we 
accept this ludicrous situa- 
tion that could see 180 
teachers sacked.” 

Over 650 signatures were 
collected, and many pledged 
to come to an open planning 
meeting on 1 March. 

Teachers who had heard 
about the meeting on the 
radio came to express their 
disgust at the sham of a 
referendum. 

Parents from Whitehouse 
and Gay Elms primary 
schools came down to cel- 
ebrate their victory of stop- 
ping the council from 
closing their schools. 

They told of how a packed 
public gallery had roared with 
approval on Tuesday of last 
week when three Labour 
councillors voted with the op- 
position to save both the pri- 
mary schools. 

Parents pressed home 
the message that “we are 
not going to take anything 
lying down, and if you fight 
you can win”. 

@ PAULETTE NORTH, 
teacher at St George 
Community College and 
assistant divisional 
secretary Bristol NUT 


Stamp on acanan asl 
blackmail 


increase competition. 

Graham Corbett, chair- 
man of PostComm, has now 
made it clear that his agenda 
is a huge increase in work 
going to private firms. 

He told the Independent 
this week that hundreds of 
competitors to the Post Office 
will be licensed. The process 
could begin from 26 March. 

The CWU union now has 
to make a choice. Either it 
can back off in the face of 
these challenges and accept 
further privatisation, worse 
conditions and speed-ups, or 
it can fight. 

CW leaders must not be 
allowed to run away from the 
battle. Every CWU member 
must demand a national 
fight against these assaults. 


Round-up 


OVER 80 staff at Wallasey 
delivery office in north west 
England walked out on Friday 
of last week in a dispute over 
reducing working hours. 

Management deny they 
made a written agreement after 
workers struck over the issue 
two weeks ago. 

Talks between the CWU 
union and management are due 
to take place later this week. 
Workers have requested a ballot 
for further industrial action. 


OVER 30 postal workers at 
Crouch End sorting office in 
north London walked out on 
Thursday of last week for the 
fifth time in three weeks in a dis- 
pute over workloads. 

Crouch End is a small office 
that has been chosen to imple- 
ment Royal Mail’s job cutting 
plans, the Way Forward. 

@ JOHN McPARTLIN 


THE RESULT of the Royal 
Mail vote on the 3.2 percent pay 
offer was expected this week. 
There has been substantial op- 
position from many branches. 


UP TO 16,000 engineers 
working for ADT, Britain’s 
largest fire and security 
company, have this week 
voted to suspend their strike 
action. 

The workers have been 
taking a series of four-day 
strikes over a pay claim. 

The strikes have disrupted 
ADT’s out of hours service, 
and managers have been 
forced to staff local offices. 

The workers are based in 
16 nationwide branches and 
workers held pickets outside 
each office during the strikes. 

The dispute started last 
October when workers in the 
AEEU union voted for indus- 
trial action over their pay 
claim. 

The AEEU union won 
recognition 18 months ago. 
Union membership has dou- 
bled over the last two 
months after the union es- 
calated the action. 

The strike has forced 
management back to the 
negotiating table. 

“The action was starting 
to bite,” an ADT striker told 
Socialist Worker. 

“We’re hoping manage- 
ment will come up with a rea- 
sonable offer, but if the talks 
fail we’ll be going back to in- 
dustrial action.” 

@LIZ BRENNAN 


Councils 


Spread the 
resistance 


Victory tastes sweet 


ALL UNISON members 
at Kirklees council el- 
derly people’s homes 
went on strike on 
Monday of this week. 
The strikers are cooks, 
cleaners and care workers 
in 15 residential care homes 
for elderly people. 
They struck to defend the 
quality of service for residents. 
Strikers were on picket 
lines in all the 15 care homes. 
The strike also has the 
backing of the care home res- 
idents, their families and 
friends, who have been on 


by ROGER GRIGG 


local radio stations announc- 
ing their support. 

Outrageously the Labour 
council wants to cut the 
number of staff in the homes 
by 25 percent. This will lead 
to a severe deterioration of 
care for the residents. 

A delegation of Dudley 
hospitals strikers addressed 
a successful lunchtime rally 
of strikers, who like the 
Dudley workers are deter- 
mined to fight to win. 


RESIDENTS OF Wellesley 
Road home for older people 
won a fantastic victory over 
the London Borough of 
Camden this week. 

The judge presiding over 
a judicial review ruled that 
Camden’s decision to move 
the residents out of the home 
was in ignorance, and in dis- 
regard to the residents’ 
rights for a home for life. 

It is a humiliating blow to 


Stop bombing Iraq! 


PEOPLE TOOK to the streets to protest at Bush and Blair’s bombing of 
lraq last weekend. This picture is from the hundreds-strong protest in 


London last Saturday 


PROTESTERS disrupted a lec- 
ture by George Robertson, the 
general secretary of NATO, at 
Dundee University last Saturday. 

They were protesting 
against his warmongering in the 
Balkans two years ago and the 
bombing of Baghdad the night 
before. 

They succeeded in stopping 
his talk, and the protest was cov- 
ered in the Scottish Post. 

Robertson had already faced 
a similar sized protest when he 
visited Edinburgh University two 
days earlier. 

Protesters unfurled a six metre 
banner saying “Nuclear weapons 
are insane—F**k Faslane”. 

Every speaker from the floor 
in Robertson’s guest lecture at- 
tacked NATO. 

@PETER ALLISON and 
DOUG MORGAN 


L]PROTESTERS against the 
US and British bombing of 
Iraq held a vigil outside 


Labour MP Anne Campbell’s 
house in Cambridge last 
Sunday. 

The protesters included the 
groups Voices for Justice in 
Iraq, CamPeace, Cambridge 
Socialist Alliance and the 
Harambee Centre. 

Anne Campbell arrived 
during the vigil. But when 
asked for her opinion on the 
bombing she said she hadn’t yet 
had time to discuss the matter 
with the prime minster and the 
foreign secretary. 


@ NICK SAVAGE 


OVER 50 people attended a 
forum in East Ham, east London, 
on Saturday to discuss the fight 
for Palestinian rights. 

Speakers ranged from the 
Palestinian organisation Al Awda 
(Right of Return) to Just Peace 
UK, a Lebanese socialist and the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

The discussion centred on 
why Israel is such a repressive 


state and what the possibilities 
are for peace in the Middle East. 
Many condemned the US and 
Britain’s bombing of Baghdad. 


@ ESTHER NESLEN 


Glasgow 


airport 


WORKERS IN the GMB 
union at Glasgow airport 
are to be balloted over 
strike action in protest over 
the sacking of a union 
representative. 

GMB Scottish secretary 
Robert Parker said, “GMB 
Scotland believes that 
British Airways (BA) set up 
our member. 

“BA needs to be aware 
that we will take whatever 
action to reinstate the 
sacked union rep.” 


PEUGEOT management 
have struck again, this time 
on our pay claim. 

They stated in a recent 
communication that the per- 
centages they offer are the 
biggest in the industry. 

But Peugeot employees 
are some of the lowest paid in 
the industry. 

We find this an insult. 

The union’s joint negotiat- 
ing committee, the JCNC, is 


by A PEUGEOT 
WORKER 


recommending workers reject 
the company’s offer. 

We are currently balloting 
and the result is due on 27 
February. 

The majority of the em- 
ployees at Peugeot’s Parts 
Division are making their 


feelings to management clear 
on this matter by refusing to 
do any overtime. 

We should stand united 
and stop this company from 
insulting us now and in the 
future. 

The company must give us 
the pay rise we deserve with- 
out any strings attached. 

We also hope that Peugeot 
workers at Ryton will take the 
same stance on overtime. 


Camden council, which has 
closed ten homes since 1990. 
It had not banked on re- 
sistance from residents and 
supporters who have been 
fighting for over a year. 

The fight will go on, how- 
ever, because the council has 
the right to appeal and the 
ruling does not prevent it 
from trying to close the home 
again. 

Nevertheless champagne 
corks were popping in the 
home at the news. 

One resident summed it 
up by saying, “What a won- 
derful day. I feel safe again.” 

This victory is a real 
boost to campaigns across 
the country. 


Wigan 


WIGAN COUNCIL work- 
(1 6M fo) 0) o) (=e Mdnl- mm mel olelelg 
council last week. 

The council has 
threatened to sack 
workers who refuse to 
sign new contracts 
which mean a 2 percent 
pay cut. 

PN cel U Tale Mec seLOM of-10) 0) [:) 
marched around the 
town hall chanting, 
(oJ Fe 


“New Labour, 
Tories,” and “Strike, 
strike, strike”. 

The council was 
i Co) er-To Bi CoMevat-lale(-Maeleuity 
to continue with its 


business. UNISON 
members will be bal- 
loted for strike action 
this week. 


@DAVE LOWE 


Round-up 


OVER 100 UNISON mem- 
bers and users of services 
staged a lively protest against 
Edinburgh City Council's plan to 
cut £6.5 million from its budget 
on Thursday of last week. 

Services for the disabled, 
the elderly and children are all 
under attack. 

Two busloads of parents 
and workers came from the 
children’s centre in Wester 
Hailes and Craigmillar with 
banners and placards. 

Under pressure the coun- 
cil agreed that no children’s 
centres would be cut. But they 
refused to stop all the cuts. 
@/AN HOOD 


STRIKE ACTION by 900 
housing and social services 
UNISON union members at 
Blackpool council has won 
concessions. 

The strikes followed an 
announcement of 20 com- 
pulsory redundancies. 

Management have now 
been forced to extend the 
notice period of the workers 
who have not been rede- 
ployed or found other jobs. 
@ BLACKPOOL UNISON 
MEMBER 


HOUSING WORKERS in 
Manchester are set to continue 


Knowsley 


KNOWSLEY UNISON on 
Merseyside has called a con- 
ference to rally the resistance 
to the wave of attacks on 
council services and workers’ 
conditions. 

In Knowsley council 
workers have already struck 
for three days this month over 
the council’s attempt to in- 
crease their working week 
from 35 to 37 hours. 

They plan to strike again 
on | March. 

There is an outbreak of dis- 
putes across the north west of 
England, with strikes or ballots 
in Wigan, Bolton, Blackpool, 
Manchester and Wirral. 

Dave McNally explained 
why Knowsley UNISON has 
called the conference: 

“When our strike commit- 
tee was discussing how to 
build solidarity for our dis- 
pute, it seemed obvious that 
with all the fights in the 
region we should get council 
workers together to spread 
and deepen the resistance. 

“UNISON, the TGWU, 
GMB and UCATT in Knows- 
ley are holding a rally on 5 
March to build for a co- 
ordinated ballot for strike action 
to win a 35-hour week for all. 

“The 31 March confer- 
ence is a brilliant way of be- 
ginning to put a 35-hour week 
for every council in the coun- 
try on the national agenda.” 
Details of the conference, 
messages of support and 
donations to: Knowsley 
UNISON, 71 Admin Build- 
ings, Admin Road, Kirkby, 
Knowsley, Merseyside L33 
7TX. Phone 0151 548 0148 
or fax 0151 545 0563. 


their campaign against the clo- 
sure of 14 local housing offices. 

A recent one-day strike 
forced the council to agree to 
consultation over each individ- 
ual office closure. 

The UNISON housing shop 
stewards committee plans to 
lobby every member of the 
council’s executive and scrutiny 
committee. 

We also plan to hold a series 
of local meetings with local MPs 
and councillors to debate with 
UNISON and tenants. 
@RICHARD SEARLE, con- 
venor Manchester housing 
shop stewards committee 
(personal capacity) 


[] UNISON members at 
Telford & Wrekin council are 
gearing up to campaign for a 
yes vote for strike action. 

The ballot has been 
called to oppose the victim- 
isation of local UNISON offi- 
cer Mike Jeffries. 

He has been suspended 
for six weeks, following a 
lobby of the council before 
Christmas to oppose job 
losses and service cuts. 
MFax messages of support 
and campaign petitions to 
Telford UNISON on 01952 
201 427. 


19,000 
march 
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“TOUS ENSEMBLE!” (All together!) chanted the 15,000 demonstrators in Montpellier 


J 
_———— 


A TWO-day carnival- 
like event took place 
in Montpellier, south- 
ern France, last week. 

It was a 15,000-strong 
protest against globalisa- 
tion that saw people pack 
into meetings on every- 
thing from how to fight 
the multinationals to the 
threat to privatise public 
services under the planned 
GATS trade agreement. 

There was also an in- 
spiring march, with stu- 
dents, peasants and trade 
unionists chanting what has 
become the slogan of the 
movement: “The world is 
not for sale!” 

They had all come to 
support the left wing 
French peasants’ leader 
José Bové. 

He and nine others 
faced a series of court cases 


centring on a protest Bové 
led two years ago in Millau, 
in the south of France. 

That had seen people dis- 
mantle a McDonald’s outlet 
in protest at the US and 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) sanctions on France’s 
Roquefort cheese. The sanc- 
tions threatened farmers’ 
livelihoods. 

The protesters turned the 
court cases into a trial of 
globalisation and the neo- 
liberal policies pushed by 
the WTO, International 
Monetary Fund and World 
Bank. 

“We are all José Bové!” 
chanted the crowd outside 
the court. 

Bové gave an inspiring 
speech to the thousands 
who gathered to launch the 
march. 

He stressed the links be- 
tween this protest and other 


struggles which have erup- 
ted in France recently — 
most notably the recent 
wave of mass workers’ 
demonstrations and strikes 
against bosses’ attacks on 
pensions: 

“Our fight is for the 
transformation of society. 

“We stand in solidarity 
with those fighting for 
public services like health 
and education.” 


Laws 


Bové argued for solidar- 
ity with the “sans papiers” 
(immigrants made illegal by 
French laws). 

He said, “For us the 
struggle of the sans papiers 
is important. 

“They are people chased 
from their homelands by the 
policies of the World Trade 
Organisation, the IMF, the 


World Bank. And when 
they arrive here our duty is 
to support their fight for 
rights. 

“Our slogan should be 
‘“Globalise the struggle! 
Globalise hope!” 

That spirit of wanting to 
link the different struggles 
into a fight against the 
whole system could be 
found throughout the march 
and the debates. 

Many people shared the 
sense that the protest in 
Seattle in 1999 that shut 
down the WTO marked a 
turning point. 

“Seattle was a spark for 
many people like me. It has 
created a global reaction,” 
said Fabien Thubert, one of 


the many young people 
from Montpellier who 
joined the protest. 

Members of the ATTAC 
anti-globalisation organisa- 
tion formed one of the liveli- 
est contingents on the 
march. 

Young people held a 
mock trial and execution 
of a plastic life-size Ronald 
McDonald, the food multi- 
national’s trademark. 

Judgements in the court 
cases are due to be handed 
out on 22 March. 

Further protests are 
planned, including Bové’s 
announcement of an interna- 
tional day of action on 17 
April against genetically 
modified products. 


Globalise 
Resistance 


CLOSE DOWN GAP 


Solidarity with women workers around 
the world on International Women’s Day 


THURSDAY 8 MARCH, 1-7PM, GAP, 376 
OXFORD STREET, LONDON 


@Plus protests around the country 
| seo =6=hurettlCUM tc“ (ite LUmTCUMLC( téeLLCUMTC 


TARGET GlaxoSmithKline 


The drug firm that profits from AIDS in 
Africa 


MONDAY 5 MARCH, 8-10AM, 
GLAXOSMITHKLINE, GREAT WEST 
ROAD, BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX 

@ Nearest = Syon Lane, regular trains 
from Waterloo 

@ Supported by disability activists DAN 
and Outrage!’s Peter Tatchell 

For more information contact Globalise 
Resistance on 07956 681 328. E-mail 
globaliseresistance@hotmail.com 
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PEOPLE ACROSS the continent are 
eagerly planning for what looks likely 
to be the biggest demonstration 
Europe has ever seen against the 
bankers and politicians who suck the 
Third World dry. 

The leaders of the eight richest 
countries in the world will meet in 
Genoa, Italy, from 20 to 22 July at the 
G8 summit. They will face a wave of 
protest from debt campaigners, envi- 
ronmentalists, anti-capitalists, trade 
unions and others. 

Major trade union federations in 
France, Italy, Spain and Germany 
are already discussing support for 
the demonstrations. 

Drop the Debt, the movement fo- 
cused on Genoa that came out of the 
Jubilee 2000 campaign, is preparing 
a protest on 21 July. 

Debt still causes the death of 


19,000 children a day. 

At the end of last year chancellor 
Gordon Brown pledged to write off 
the debts owed to Britain by 41 of the 
poorest countries in the world. 

Their total debt to Britain is 
around £1.5 billion. But these same 
countries owe £32 billion to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and World Bank. 


Economies 


The leaders of the richest nations 
have the power to tell the IMF and 
World Bank to write off these debts. 

But they refuse because they want 
to retain power over the poor coun- 
tries’ economies. 

Last weekend finance officials and 
bankers from the G8 countries met in 
Palermo, Sicily, to prepare the 
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agenda for Genoa. 

These gangsters said they would 
discuss ‘“‘reform” of the World Bank. 
But they also want to use Genoa to 
push forward “further trade liberal- 
isation and the next steps in the 
process that was stalled at Seattle in 
1999”, 

Everyone who can should be 
preparing now to mobilise for the 
Genoa protests. 

Top World Bank official, Isac 
Diwan, has revealed that debt reduc- 
tion has been a fraud. He told a meet- 
ing recently that, even when debt is 
cancelled, a complex series of finan- 
cial manoeuvres mean that poor coun- 
tries only benefit from 40 percent of 
the money written off. 

HContact Drop the Debt on 020 
7922 1111, www.dropthedebt.org 
or Globalise Resistance. 


